
Surprising Spots
Mrs Mallory was deeply concerned. She sat in her office 
and peered through the window at the children coming 
through the school gates. Overnight, they all seemed to 
have contracted highly contagious spots! The children in 
reception were covered from head to toe. Throughout the 
school, there wasn’t a child who didn’t have at least three 
spots somewhere upon their person. Yet, why were they 
all smiling?

Suddenly, there was a knock on the door and Mr Peters, 
the reception teacher, walked in. He was blanketed in 
spots too! 

“Good morning, Mrs Mallory,” he said with a big grin. 
“The children are wondering where they should put their 
donations for BBC Children in Need.”
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Quick Questions
1.	 Why are all of the children covered in spots? 

�

�

2.	 Compare how Mrs Mallory is feeling at the beginning 
of the text to how Mrs Mallory might be feeling at the 
end of the text. 	  

�

�
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3.	 How does Mrs Mallory find out that the children are 
fundraising for BBC Children in Need? 

�

�

4.	 Find and copy one word which means the same as 
covered.�

�
�
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AnswersSurprising Spots
Mrs Mallory was deeply concerned. She sat in her office 
and peered through the window at the children coming 
through the school gates. Overnight, they all seemed to 
have contracted highly contagious spots! The children in 
reception were covered from head to toe. Throughout the 
school, there wasn’t a child who didn’t have at least three 
spots somewhere upon their person. Yet, why were they 
all smiling?

Suddenly, there was a knock on the door and Mr Peters, 
the reception teacher, walked in. He was blanketed in 
spots too! 

“Good morning, Mrs Mallory,” he said with a big grin. 
“The children are wondering where they should put their 
donations for BBC Children in Need.”
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1.	 Why are all of the children covered in spots? 
Accept answers which make reference 
to the children raising money for 
BBC Children in Need/Pudsey’s bandana.

2.	 Compare how Mrs Mallory is feeling at the beginning 
of the text to how Mrs Mallory might be feeling at the 
end of the text. 	  
Accept any appropriate answer, such as: At the 
beginning of the text, Mrs Mallory is worried 
that the children are ill with contagious spots. 
At the end of the text, Mrs Mallory has realised 
that they are dressing up for BBC Children 
in Need and probably feels a bit silly. 

3.	 How does Mrs Mallory find out that the children are 
fundraising for BBC Children in Need? 
Accept answers which make reference to Mrs 
Mallory being reminded/told by Mr Peters. 

4.	 Find and copy one word which means the same as 
covered. 
Accept: blanketed�
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