
Geography 
Foundation Subject

LO – To have an understanding of Geography at Butlershilll Infant and Nursery School 



We believe that all children are  
Geographers

What is a Geographer ? 

Geographers are  types of scientists who 

study the earth, land and people. 



Our Aims 



What do we have to study? 

As we are an infant school, we have to follow the ‘Statutory 
Framework for the Early Years’ (2020) in Nursery and F2, and the 
National Curriculum in Key Stage One Programme of study (2013). 
In the Statutory Framework, under the umbrella of ‘Understanding 
the World’, we can find statements of intent linked to Geography 
teaching in the EYFS, although it is not a discrete subject taught. 



Statutory Framework for Early Years Foundation 
Stage 2020

Understanding the World

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical 
world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal 
experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them – from 
visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of society such 
as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a broad selection 
of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their understanding of our 
culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse world. As well as building 
important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with words that support 
understanding across domains. Enriching and widening children’s vocabulary will 
support later reading comprehension



• ELG: People, Culture and Communities Children at the expected level of 
development will: - Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from 
observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps; - Know some similarities 
and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this 
country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class; - Explain 
some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other 
countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when 
appropriate – maps.









Aims National Curriculum 2013
To ensure all pupil; 
• Develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significate places- both terrestrial and marine-

including their defining physical and human characteristics and how theses provide a geographical context 

for understanding the actions and processes. 

• Understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical features of the world, how 

these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and change over time. 

Are competent in geographical skills needed to … 

• Collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that 

deepen their understanding of the geographical processes.

• Interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including through experiences, that deepen their 

understanding of geographical processes. Maps, diagrams, globes; aerial photographs and Geographical 

Information Systems (GIS) 

• Communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps, numerical and 

quantitative skills and writing length 



Subject content Key stage 1 
Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the 

United Kingdom and their locality. They should 
understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to 

human and physical geography and begin to use 
geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to 
enhance their locational awareness. Pupils should be 

taught to:



Locational knowledge 

• name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its 
surrounding sea

Place knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical 
geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-
European country

• Human and physical geography 

• identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot 
and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles 

• use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: key physical features, including: beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather 

• key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour 
and shop



Geographical skills and fieldwork 

• use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its 
countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage 
use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and 

directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the 
location of features and routes on a map  

• use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic 
human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic 
symbols in a key use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical 
features of its surrounding environment.



Curriculum in Action Building on Knowledge 

Foundation Stage 2 
Can you tell me all about you? What has 

happened in the 

home corner?
The Gingerbread Man

The Runaway Chapatti

Why do people 

celebrate 

Chinese New 

Year?

Who will save 

the day?

Where are they 

hiding?

Where will the 

map lead us?

Mapping: Talk about the features of their immediate 

environment with visual representations e.g., classroom 

nature area map and read commons signs and logos.

Mapping: Use technology e.g., a 

BeeBot and begin to show 

spatial awareness. Use 

positional language i.e., under, 

beside, on top of etc.

Mapping:  Program a BeeBot 

or instruct a friend to move 

along a track or small world 

setup in a specific direction 

using terms up, down, side. 

Identify on a map - Recognise 

some environments that are 

different to the one in which 

they live e.g., Antarctica.

Enquiry: Use technology and 

IT equipment to make 

observations or find 

information about different 

locations and places.  

Recognise, know, and 

describe features of different 

places. Look closely at 

similarities and differences.

Mapping: Complete a 

simple BeeBot program 

using a grid map or 

carpet squares.

Enquiry - comment and 

ask questions about their 

immediate environment, 

other places which are 

familiar to them, and 

places they have learnt 

about e.g., school nature 

area and the town centre

Mapping:  Draw information 

from a simple map and 

identify landmarks of our 

local area walk.

Enquiry: Comment and ask 

questions about the different 

parts of the local 

community. E.g., weather, 

hill, house, farm, church, 

shop. Use photos and 

pictures to locate places and 

place on a simple map. 

Find out about their local 

area by talking to people, 

examining photographs, and 

visiting local places.

Understand the key features 

of the life cycle of a plant or 

animal.

Mapping: Create own maps 

using grid paper and symbols 

(x marks the spot treasure 

maps)

Enquiry: Recognise, know, and 

describe features of different 

places. Look closely at 

similarities and differences 

between their immediate 

environment and different 

places they have visited, learnt 

about through books or 

websites.

Foundation Stage 1
Lets talk!

(inc BSL & Makaton)
Confident

Me and my world (inc celebrations)
Caring, confident, creative

Busy hands, busy bodies
Creative

Story tellers chair
(inc rhymes) (inc squiggle 

wiggle) creative, confident
be had!
Caring

* Exploring lives of 
themselves and others, 
inc what they see 
(cultural)

* Exploring lives of 
themselves and 
others - occupations

* Exploring Countries



Key Stage 1 

Year 1
Oceans of the 

world

Cold Places: Arctic and Antarctic.

Who are the Inuit people?

Global Warming

Hot place: Africa / The Gambia 

Compare and Contrast to Hucknall

Human and Physical Features / Landmarks 

Year 2
Where in the world am I? AT1  The Rainforest and the UK S1 

We are going all around the world for this 

topic! We will look at continents and oceans, the 

UK and our surrounding seas, features of 

different continents and climates, looking at 

food around the world, plotting a journey for 

how food gets to us and even studying fair 

trade links. 

Our geography topic will take us all the way to 

the Amazon. We will study the locations and 

climates of a rainforest as well as the human 

and physical features in a rainforest. We will 

look at deforestation and ways we can stop this. 

The children will also compare life in the 

rainforest to life here. 



How we support SEND at Butlershill 

• Planning/work scrutiny showed that sometimes, these pupils had been given several 
‘cut and stick’ type of activities during a topic/sequence of work.  

• We have had a whole school focus on ‘teaching from the floor’ to ensure that 
every child has equal opportunity to access the content taught, and also to retain 
‘sticky knowledge’.  

• We have tried to think creatively and find other ways children can ‘show what 
they know’, such as role play activities, guided group sorting activities, working in 
mixed ability groups to complete a poster (for example). 



Geographers in action in Nursery 



Geographers in action in F2 



Geographers in action in Year 1 



Geographers in action in Year 2 



Pupil Voice at Butlershill – Our children have learnt and remembered lots !





Curriculum Links 

Geography links into all other curriculum subjects 

English – used as a  focus for writing i.e. using The Rainforests to write 
reports. One Plastic bag to write stories.

Maths – Positional language, using graphs, drawing simple maps

PE – Directions, movement and space

RE – Understanding of other cultures

PSHE - Understanding of other cultures

History – Significate Geographers and Explorers in the Past – Year 1 Scott

Science – Leaning about the world around them 

Music – Listening to different styles of music from different countries 

Art  - Looking and producing art from different countries – African Art 
Year 1 



Attainment data: what does it show?
This is last year’s data from Insight. 
Y2 in particular had a low cohort, with a high proportion of SEND





Thank You for looking at Geography in our school.
J Radford 


