


Art - introduction 
• In the EYFS curriculum, art is mostly under physical and the umbrella of ‘Expressive arts’ although does come into PSED in the 

area of selecting of resources to achieve a goal.

• As a school we focus on drawing, painting, collage, 3D sculpture and printing as these will support the areas that show gaps and 
develop foundational skills they will need to progress and support in other areas of learning.

• EYFS allows children to explore and develop their gross motor and fine motor skills, in and outside of EA, to develop co-
ordination, strength and control and lay the foundational skills

• KS1 allows for chn to refine their skills, gain more control and accuracy, use equipment and materials safely and use their 
knowledge and skills to develop art work that is unique and imaginative.

• On moving into KS2, the National Curriculum talks about Proficiency and chn not only should know techniques and methods,
but are able to use it to communicate intent



Aims: 

Based around 3 concepts



FS2 – Reception

FS1 - Nursery

Long Term Plans

EYFS curriculum Educational programme for Art



Art outside

Art in Nursery



Art in Reception (FS2)



Year 1

Year 2

Long Term Plans

National Curriculum Purpose of study for Art



Year 2 Sketch books Henry Rousseaux ‘surprise 
tiger’ 
- chn’s work during the ‘Exploring’ section of the 
art unit. Using different materials and medias.

Year 1 – ‘starry night’ Van Gogh
Collaging their final piece – looking at shapes and sizes

Art in KS1 



EYFS - Nursery EYFS - Reception Year 1 Year 2 SEND

What 
does art 
look 
like?

- Open ended 
continuous provision 
for CI

- Stand alone lessons 
based on skills or gaps 
in skills/ knowledge

- Artists introduced 
reflecting the cohort/ 
culture/ skill

- Cross curricular links 
- Inside and outdoor 

opportunities  

- Developing continuous 
provision to include
open ended/ CI 
resources

- Cross curricular links 
- Immersion days to 

begin topic
- Inside and outdoor
- Stand alone lessons 

- Evaluation, 
analysing in 
most lessons

- Immersion days 
to begin topics

- knowledge 
- Stand alone

lessons weekly
- Covered over 3 

half terms
- Unit follows the 

lesson structure 
sequence

- Evaluation, 
analysing and 
exploration in 
most lessons 
building on yr1

- Stand alone
lessons weekly

- covered over 3 
half terms

- Unit follows the 
lesson 
structure 
sequence

- Across the year group the 
expectation is that all chn are 
to access the lessons. 
- Differentiation maybe in 

the form of level of 
support, the outcome or 
the type of equipment 
i.e. snipping scissors or 
chunky equipment

- Rainbow room also 
accesses on a sensory 
and EYFS level

- Artist introduced each unit (local/cultural) 
- Cross Curricular links to other subjects i.e. RE
- Revisiting learning & vocab – sticky knowledge

Evidence
/ 
Monitori
ng

- Floor books
- Displays 
- Benchmarking 

document/ insight

- Sketchbooks
- Art displays
- Benchmarking 

document/ insight
- Pupil voice

- Sketchbooks
- Art displays
- Learning walk
- Pupil voice

- Sketchbooks
- Art displays
- Learning walk
- Pupil voice

- Learning walk
- Sketch book (in class 

SEND)
- Art displays



Art unit structure

Example of progression 
documents to include 
knowledge, skills, 
expectation and vocab





EYFS – (FS1 )Nursery (FS2) Reception KS1 – Year 1 Year 2 SEND

Lots of gross motor experiences to learn… 

- How to coordinate and control their 

body movements

- Help lay the foundation to be able to 

complete fine motor skill movement 

such as pinching or grasping

- To become increasingly confident, agile 

and flexible.

- To develop muscular strength 

- Alongside gross motor is fine motor i.e. 

Malleable, dough, water, mark making 

access to build strength, co-ordination 

and control.

- Build in fine motor focus towards mid 

and end of summer term for older chn

- In play modelling of resources 

equipment, medias and materials (stand 

alone lessons to introduce)

- Stand alone lessons at least half termly 

- Equal amounts of time for inside and 

outside opportunities 

- All areas including Creative area - CI 

resource free to access to practise art 

and physical skills at all times.

- Continuing with the 

development gross motor 

development (some chn still 

need this at this age & some 

chn are from outside of 

Nursery) with the addition of 

PE

- Fine motor control is more of 

a focus and built upon from 

FS1

- Art techniques are taught as 

stand alone lessons weekly 

and resources left in the 

areas for chn to practise the 

skills 

- CP includes malleable, 

dough, water, mark making 

to build strength, co-

ordination and control.

- Inside and outside provision 

opportunities

- All areas are developing 

towards a free access for CI 

activities 

Building on EYFS to refine

skills, develop control, 

accuracy and safety in using 

the material, medias and 

equipment. 

Evaluating artwork and 

remembering it

Introducing the skills and 

techniques for specific art 

techniques i.e. in drawing –

stippling, lines etc are 

introduced

Illustrations – is drawing on 

the knowledge and skills from 

EYFS of using a variety of 

medias and materials

Observational – is using 

colour, pattern, texture, line, 

shape, form and space

Portrait – Sketching, creating 

texture using shading 

techniques and proportion

Building on the skills from 

year one – refining, use of 

control, using resources, 

medias and materials to 

express their ideas, 

thoughts and feelings and 

verbally express 

themselves linked to this 

using the vocab. 

Beginning to link 

techniques and skills to 

artists learnt.

Landscape artwork -

building on the sketching 

techniques from year 1

rainforest scene –

building on colour mixing 

from yr 1 creating tints 

and shades, collage 

techniques

sculptures – using their 

imaginations and 

knowledge built 

throughout the KS1 chn

create a sculpture of a 

dinosaur (colour, line, 

texture etc)

Rainbow

room –

links to 

exploratio

n of art 

technique

s and 

elements. 

These are 

linked to 

topic and 

/or linked 

to the b-

squared 

next step/ 

gaps



Monitoring 

- Monitoring up to date has shown children are progressing year on 
year shown through sketch books
- Through pupil voice art is seen as a positive lesson, they remember 

and can talk about some skills, artists/ art work….. 



Where next…

- Develop the diversity of artists across the year groups through a art day

- Monitoring of chn development through the sketchbooks, teacher knowledge and curriculum (‘on track’ or 

‘off track’)

- Create an art club either dinnertime or after school

- Collaborative art day – whole school 

- Learning walk looking at the new structure of the art unit (Triangulation between planning/ IWB, sketch 

books and pupil voice)

Successes this year:

- Workshop to introduce new structure for art units

- Developed whole school progression for art techniques including evaluation and analysing

- Outside artist supporting CPD ( summer 1 2023)

- Access art for support on and CPD

- F2 have moved to art stand alone lesson and have seen an improvement in skills, Knowledge and 

independence through continuous provision






