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“Those who cannot
remember the past
are condemned to
repeat it.”’ — George

Santayana, The Life

of Reason, 1905.




What do we have to study?

* As we are an infant school, we have to follow the ‘Statutory
Framework for the Early Years’ (2020) in Nursery and F2, and the
National Curriculum in Key Stage One Programme of Study
(2013).

* In the Statutory Framework, under the umbrella of ‘Understanding
the World’, we can find statements of intent linked to History
teaching in the EYFS, although it is not a discrete subject taught.
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Understanding the World
Past and Present ELG

Children at the expected level of development will:
Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society;
Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now,
drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;
Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in
books read in class and storytelling;

Organisation - - . . . - . .
of knowledge Using language associated with the past Remembering and discussing their own lives

Relevant ELG

K51
readiness
objectives

ELG: Past and present
- Know some similarities and differences
between things in the past and now, drawing on
their experiences and what has been read in
class

ELG: People, culture and communities
- Describe their immediate environment using
knowledge from observation, discussion,
stories, non-fiction texts, and maps.
ELG: Being imaginative and expressive
- Invent, adapt and recount narratives and
stories with peers and their teacher
ELG: Past and present
- Know some similarities and differences
between things in the past and now, drawing on
their experiences and what has been read in
class

Talking about things they have done with
people that are special to them

ELG: Listening
- Listen attentively and respond to what they
hear with relevant questions, comments and
actions when being read to and during whole
class and small group interactions.
- Make comments about what they have heard
and ask guestions to clarify their understanding
ELG: Speaking
- Express their ideas and feelings about their
experiences using full sentences, including the
use of past, present, and future tenses and
making use of conjunctions, with modelling and
support from the teacher.
ELG: Past and present
- Know some similarities and differences
between things in the past and now, drawing on

their experiences and what has been read in
class

Recognising chronology within stories

ELG: Past and present
- Understand the past through settings,
characters and events encountered in books
read in class and storytelling

¢ Use words associated with the past including
yesterday, last week, last year

o Use past tense when speaking about things that
happened in the past

¢ Share their memaries of significant events in their
own lives.

« Talk about things that have changed.

+ Begin to put these events in order

» Share their memories of things that they have done
with people that are special to them including
friends, family, classmates and teachers.

s Begin to put events in order.

« Talk about the order of events in a range of
familiar stories.

+ Recognise language in stories that shows the
story happened in the past.
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Butler's Hill Infant & Mursery School
Early Years Foundation Stage Benchmarking

Understanding the World — Past & Present/ Peoples, Culture and Communities/The Natural World

Mursery Baseline

By 3

* MNotice differences between people (positive and acceptance of others ie. race, relgion, disakility, gender]
* Make connzctions between the features of their family and other families Gimilarities and differences)
* explore and respond to different natural phenomena in their setting and in their environmants

Nursery

December

* Bxplore how things workie. push pull stretch

* Beginning to uze informal linguage to talk about proparties of materiak

* Beginning to make sense of where they fve and begin to talk abour what they see dinked to jigsawfie. their room, houss
* Use all their senses in hands-on exp bration of notural materials

March

* Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice (ko inked with science weekl
* Buplore and talk abour different forces they can fesl (ako linked with scisnce weei

* Beginning to develop positive attitudes about differences betwsaen people (inked to jgsaw]

* Show an interest in different occupations (inked to jgsaw)

* Plant seads and care for growing plants

* Understand the key features of a kfecycle of a plant

* Begin to understand how to respect and care for iving things ie. plants, minibeasts, pets

* Begin to maks sense of their own life—tory and family's history

* Explore collections of materials with similor and for different properties

By the end
of

Mursery

* Enow that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or szen in photos

* Continue developing positive attitudes about differences between people

* Begin to understand the nead to respect and care for the natural environment and all Eving things

* Understand the key features of a Efecycle of an animal Chutterfly)

* Talk about what they can see, using a wider vocabulary ie. using a magnifying glass, observational and investigative skilk, discuss finding and ideas

Reception

December

Chronology:

*Talk abour members of their immediate family and the relationship to them.

*Mame and describe people who are familiar to them.

*Uze the longuage of ime when talking about past/prezent avents in their own Eves and in the kves of others including people they have karnt about through books.
Encquiry:

xFI.:lld CrL':l'L about key historical events and why and how we celebrate today? Bemembrance Doy, Christmas Day, Diwal.
*Ask questions, use differant zources to find answers including books.

*Comment on images of familiar situations in the past.

Respect:

*Thermzelves, special things in their own lives.

*Recognisz that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways.

*Talk about and describe features of their own family and about famikies in other countries across the world.

*Look closely at and make comparisons between this country and the lives of people in other countries within the world (homes around the world)
Mapping:

*Talk about the features of their immediate environmant with visual reprezentations €.9. classroom maps, seating maps, nature area map and read commens signs and kbgos.
*Use technology 2.9, a BegBpt and begin to show spatial awareness.

*Usz positional language ie., under, besids, on top of etc.

Communication:

*Comment on what they notice about the environment where they live and understand the effect of the changing seasons on the natural world around them.
*Describe what they see, hear, and feel outside.

Observation:

*Explore the natural world around them drawing pictures of animals and planes.

*Understand the need to respect and care for the namral environment and all iving things.

March

Chronology:

*Vizually reprezent their own day on a zimple timeline (ink with class timetable)

*Talk about and understand changes in their own lifetime, by creating o personal timeline.

Enquiry:

*Describe images of familiar situations in the past using books such as, “When we were giants’, “Peepg!, Shirley Hughes stories.




Usz technelogy and IT equipment to make obsarvations or find information about different lecations and places. Recognize, know, and describe features of differant places. Look clesely at similarities and differences. comment and
ask questions about their immediate ensironment, other places which are familiar to them, and places they have karnt about e.g., school natre area and the town centre

Respect:

*Understand the vakie of baing curious and interested in finding out about people within their own community and in other countries - special places and events or objects — through non-fiction texts, stories, visitors, celebrations.
Mapping:

*Program o BezPar.or instruct a friend to move along a wack or small world setup in o spedfic direction using terms up, down, side.

*Identify on a map - Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live

*Complete a simple BegzPat program using & grid map or carpet squares.

Communication:

*Comment on what they notice about the environment where they live and understand the effect of the changing seazons on the natural world around them.

*Describe whar they see, hear, and feel outside.

Observation:

*Explore the natural world around them drawing pictures of animals and plants.

*Understand the nzed to respect and care for the natural environment and all kving things.

By the end
of

Reception

Chronology:

*Racount an event, orally, pictorial and/or with captions.

*Crder axperiences in ralation to themselves and others, including stories.

En.quiry:

*Talk about key roles people have in society bothin the present and past.

*Mame and describe people who are familiar to them within their community e.g., police, fire service, doctors, dentist.
*Comment en images of familiar situations in the past.

*Describe features of objects, peopl, plagss at different times and make comparisons.

*Talk about what is the same and different.

Respaect:

*Underztand that some places are special to members of their communing.

*Raspect animak and now how to care for an animalipets

*Underztand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all iving things.

Communication:

*Comment on what they notice about the environment where they live and understand the effect of the changing seasons on the natural world around them.
*Describe what they see, hear, and feel outside.

Observation:

*Explore the natural world around them drawing pictures of animals and plants.

*Understand the need to respect and care for the natural eméronment and all kving things.

People, Culture and Communities The Natural World
L ‘Iﬂ Present v Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, «  Explone the natural world around them, making observations and drawing

) . ) discussion, siories, non-fiction texts and maps. ctures of animals and plants.
- Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society. + Kngw some similarities and diferences between different relgious and " ’

- Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and cultural cormsmunities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what
now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. Peas Dan rad in clags. and what has been read in class.

" +  Exphsin sorme similarities and differences between life in this country and
Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered it in giher countries, drawing on knowledge from sioes, non-hotion texts * Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world
in books read in class and storytelling. o [l A B0 A%8) MapE around them, inchuding the seasons and changing states of matter

* Know some similarities and differences between the natural workd
around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences

.

Year 1 Expectations

History + Changes within kving memary. Where appropriate, thess should be used to reveal aspects of change in national ifs. « Bvents beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally for example, the Great Fire
of London, the first asroplane flight or events commemorated through fastivak or anniversaries). * The lives of significant individualk in the past who have contributad to national and intemational achisvements. Some should be
used to compare aspects of ife in different periods. - Significant historical events, people, places in their own locality

Locational Knowledge - Mame and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans. - Mame, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas.
Place Knowledge « Understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and o small area in a contrasting non-European country.
Human and Physical Knowledge - Identify seasonal and daily weather pattarns in the United Kingdom and the Iocation of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the equator and the Morthand South Fales.

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: - K2y physical features, including beach, ciff, coast, forest, Rill mountain, sea, ocean, river, zoil valley, vegetation, seasen and weather.

* Kay human featurss, including city, town, village, factory, farm, houss, office, port, harbour and shop.

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork « Use world maps, atlzer and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studies at this key stage.

» Use simple compass directions (Morth, South, Enst, West) and lcational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on o map.

» Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devize a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a hey.

= Usz simple fieldwork and observational skilk to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its surreunding environmens.

Plants: Jdensify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, inchuding deciduous and evergreen trees.» Identify and describe the basic structurs of a varisty of commen flowering plants, including trees . Animals,
Including Humans: Identify and nome a varieny of commen animals, including fizh, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals

- Identify and name a wariety of commen animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores.+ Describs and compare the structure of common animaks fgh, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammalz, including pets » Identify,
name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body and say which part of the body is assodated with each sense.

Seasonal Change- Observe changes across the four seasons,, Observe and describe weather associated with the seasons and how day lkength varies.




A ORONE: FEMMIIT WEIQIT, ONd COpOCiry.

Understanding the
World

I\ Y
urs

Talk about members of their
immediate family and the relationship to
them.

Naome and describe people who are
familiar to them.

Begin to develop o sense of continuity and change by being able fo compare and confrost characters from stories throughout the year: indluding fgures from the past. Using

use the language of time
when talking about past/present events
in their own lives and in the lives of
others including people they have
learnt about through books.

Find out about key historical
events and why and how we celabrate
today? Remembrance Day, Christmas
Day, Diwali. Ak questions, use
different sourcas to find answers
including books.

Comment on images of familior sitvations
in the past.

Visually represent their
own doy on a simple timeline
[correspond with number 7 work, days
of the week]

Talk about and undarstand
chonges in their own lifetime, by creating
a personal fimeline.

Describe images of familiar
situations in the paost using books such as,
“When we were gionts’, ‘Peepol, Shirley
Hughes stories.

Recount an event, orally,
pictorial and/or with captions.

Talk about key roles people
have in society both in the present and
past. Mame and describe people whe
are familiar to them within their
community e.g., police, fire service,
doctors, dentist.

Little People, Big Dreams books.

Order experiences in
relation to themselves and others,
including stories.

Comment on imoges of fomilior
situations in the past. Describe features of
objects, people, ploges of different times
and make comparisons. Talk about what
is the some and different.

Themselves, special things in their own
lives.

Recognise that people have different
beliefs and celebrate speciol fimes in
different ways.

Understand the value of being curious
and interested in finding out about
people within their own community and
in other countries - spedial places and

Understand the value of being curious
and interested in finding out cbout
people within their own community and in
other countries - special ploces and

Animals and know how to care for an
animal /pets

Understond that some places are special o
members of their community.

Lds, - Talk about and describe
features of their own family, talk cbout
families in other countries across the
world.

Recognise some similarities and
differences between life in this country
and life in other countries.

Lais - Look dlosely at and make
comparisons betwsaen this country and
the lives of people in other countries
within the werld (homes around the

wiorld)

events or objects — through non-fiction
texts, stories, visitors, celebrafions.

events or objects — through non-fiction
texts, stories, visitors, celebrafions.




Understanding the World

Understanding the world involves guiding children to make sense of their physical
world and their community. The frequency and range of children’s personal
experiences increases their knowledge and sense of the world around them —
from visiting parks, libraries and museums to meeting important members of
society such as police officers, nurses and firefighters. In addition, listening to a
broad selection of stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems will foster their
understanding of our culturally, socially, technologically and ecologically diverse
world. As well as building important knowledge, this extends their familiarity with

words that support understanding across domains. Enriching and widening
children’s vocabulary will support later reading comprehension.




Schools are not required by law to teach the example content in [square brackets]
or the content indicated as being ‘non-statutory’.

Subject content

Key stage 1

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases
relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study
fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways
of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms.
They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other
sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should
understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different
ways in which it is represented.

In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching about the people,
events and changes outlined below, teachers are often introducing pupils to historical
periods that they will study more fully at key stages 2 and 3.




Pupils should be taught about:

changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal
aspects of change in national life

events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example, the
Great Fire of London, the first aeroplane flight or events commemorated through
festivals or anniversaries]

the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and
international achievements. Some should be used to compare aspects of life in
different periods [for example, Elizabeth | and Queen Victoria, Christopher Columbus
and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and
LS Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale
and Edith Cavell]

significant historical events, people and places in their own locality.




Chronological Understanding

* This is one of our 3 key concepts at Butler’s Hill, alongside
. Knowledge and Understanding and Historical Enquiry.
* Pupil Voice conducted in Nov 2022 found that Year 1 and Year 2
children were struggling to understand the concept of chronology.
* To try and improve this, we have implemented several things. One is
the use of an action (thumbs pointing backwards over

. 5 )
shoulder) to remind children that History 1s ‘in the past’. [ i &
u: i’




Our topics studied are structured chronologically in time:
Where will the polar What happened to
bears livers the dhildren of
(Robert Falcon Scott) W 2P
- 5i91i j:imnt - :lqunggg
® significant event — living
discovery of memory
An o 1912 1939-45
Why was the fire so Could you live like | How has Hucknall
greats Robin Hood? changed for wus’
® significant events e significant Were Dinosauwrs
beyond living historical reals
memory events, penpl.z ® significant
. 1666 and places in historical
* thei - events,
places in
their own
Medieval/Middle ) <- Prehistoric
Ages times
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l Timelines
| * Timelines are displayed in all classes. In Key Stage One, each one has the key events deemed important in ~
British History, alongside those relevant to the topics taught in that year group. ST

Pupil Voice conducted in February 2023 shows that children now have better understanding of when |
historical events happened in relation to others e.g. before/after.
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Timelines

In EYFS, there are daily timelines which show the order of events during the day. There are also timelines
which are built up throughout the year with key events/special days the children take part in.

These are the building blocks for children developing a sense of chronology in Key Stage One.




Timelines

* Every Year 2 new topic begins with a lesson on timelines, so that children have the opportunity
to grasp where the event they will be studying fits into a chronological framework. In Year 1
Autumn 1, children sorted Old and New Toys, as they had not yet been introduced to the
concept of timelines.

[ ] e o & _ T T
Aut 2, Week | WC 311022 L
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- old and new toys based on materials and technology

History
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Identitying similarities and

differences in different periods

WALT: Comparing Scott's expedition to Prince Harry's expedition.

TLF: T can compare equipment from the past with the present and discuss which expedition would be harder and why.

Scott’s expedition
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Identitying similarities and
differences in different periods

How have we
changed as we
have grown from
a baby to now?

What 1s the
same/different?

-

* RUTH KRAUSS & HELEN OXENDURY




Supporting pupils with SEND

Planning/work scrutiny showed that sometimes, these pupils had been given several ‘cut and stick’ type of
activities during a topic/sequence of work.

We have had a whole school focus on ‘teaching from the floor’ (through our firm belief there should be
equity in our curriculum) to ensure that every child can access the content taught, and also to retain ‘sticky
knowledge’.

It can be difficult to find something all children can do independently, as the teacher is often the only adult
in the room (as foundation subjects take place in the afternoon, when teachers are providing ELS Phonics
interventions).

We have tried to think creatively and find other ways children can ‘show what they know’, such as role play
activities, guided group sorting activities, working in mixed ability groups to complete a poster (for
example) or videoing their presentation.




Attainment data: what does 1t show?

This is last year’s (2021-22) data from Insight.
Y2 in particular had a lower ability cohort, with a high proportion of SEND children.

Attainment Overview for Pupils (from 2021-2022) in Year 1 - 2021-2022 Summer - Main Assessment

Legend @ Well below [ Just below M Expected MAbove [ Nodata

History ) u
75 pupils - Average: EXS 19% -
Attainment Overview for Pupils in Year 2 - 2021-2022 Summer - Main Assessment -

Legend W@ Well below @ Just below @ Expected MAbove [ Nodata

History . )
74 pupils - Average: EXS 18% 76% 7%
Attainment Overview for Pupils (from 2021-2022) in Years 1-2 - 2021-2022 Summer - Main Assessment & Print

Legend B Wellbelow M Justbelow B Expected MAbove [T Nodata

History ) :
148 pupils - Average: EXS 23% &% 2%
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50, . What nextr

Strengths | Areas of Development |

+

£
b

Enrichment opportunities such as drama. workshops (Cireat Fire of
London) .

Curriculum intent is good. All NC ob jectives are covered.

“arious opportunities for different genres of writing e.g recount, diary
entry

Progressive learning taking place in Key Stage One

Knowledge ladders match planning and matches lesson activities and
learning

Topics are taught in chronclegical order from moest recent to furthest
back

Sticky knowledge opportunities are available on each unit of learning,
looking at previous year’s learning (Year 2]

K5l sticky knowledge mats for parents and children

Year Z quizzes — Big 5 {ARE children write them, SEMN are allowed to
orally answer and it is writfen for them |

MTP is detailed, matches MNC and progressive.

Pupil voice shows that some ‘sticky knowledge’ is being retained.

Key concepts and topics link To school values. Pupil voice shows that
children understand how these fopics link.

E¥FS floor bocks more explicit to show where learning is "history based’
Chronology is an issue — children aren't always aware what happened
before/after in terms of ma jor events studied. Plan for a whole school
timeline display next academic year.

Using different sources of evidence and ways Tor children o record their
learning, especially for SEM children — foo many ‘out and stick’/copying
up activities?

In F2, sources of evidence are considered when looking
at different version of traditional tales e.g. “The
Gingerbread Man’ and “The Runaway Chapati’.

In Autumn 2, Year 2 children participated in an online
workshop with the National Archives — looking at maps
and other documents used to study the Great Fire of
London.

Loan boxes — Year 1 will have a WW2 artefacts box for
Summer 1.

CPD

Momtormg

Workshop on menitoring
Workshop on writing intent, implement and impact documents
History Triad with Holgate and Broomhill Junior School.

Pugpil voice — January 2022

Learning Walk and planning scruting planned for Sumemer, 2 2022
Analysis of ‘Big 5 questions for sach fopic — January 2022 o ensure
that these link specifically to our key concepts.




So...what next? Develop use of artefacts and sources of evidence
-

Original and replica objects to support in-depth study of the Great Fire of London in 1666. Resource contains information on

Original objects, documents and information to illustrate life in Britain during the WWII. Resource contains reproductions of

context and effects of the fire and significant historical figures of the period. Includes timeline, book of activities and A i A 2 » 3 B 4 5 2
original posters; CDs of 1940s music and devised activity game, plus timeline, activities and information card for each item.
information card for each item.

Box includes: Staffordshire slipware pot; Charles | death warrant; original coins from the period; leather fireman’s helmet; Box includes: can of powdered eggs; gas mask (for a baby) with leaflet; uniform patches and name tags; anti-gas ointment;

original cannon ball; leather fire hose: clay pipe: seal of Charles II; fire extinguisher, ink pot and quill; bread peel and wooden eye-shields; first aid case; training certificate; auxiliary fire service manual; adult gas mask; ARP warden’s helmet and card;

tankard. ration books; evacuee arm band and card game,




The History Curriculum at Butler’s Hill

To be an effective historian:

I can ask questions about what happened ‘in the past’

I understand that people may have lived differently in the past and that technology may have influenced this

I understand chronology of the key events/topics, using words such as ‘before’ and “after’

I can use different sources of evidence to find out about the past

I have a passion for history, and finding out about how people lived in the past, for ‘those who cannot remember the past are
condemned to repeat it".*




