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Butler’s Hill Infant and Nursery School 
EYFS Progression Document
Key:
Added by the school
Development Matters:
Birth to three
3 and 4 year olds
Children in reception
ELG

	Butler’s Hill Infant & Nursery School  Early Years Foundation Stage Benchmarking  

	Communication and Language – Listening, attention and understanding

	

Nursery Baseline
	Listen to other people’s talk with interest, but can easily be distracted by other things.
Listen to simple stories with interest. 
Understand simple instructions like “give to mummy” or “stop”.
By 3 yrs of age can the child shift from one task to another if you get their attention.  Using a child’s name can help.

	Nursery
	December
	Get their attention by using their name
Listen and respond to a simple instruction with 3 key words.
Listen to simple stories and understand what is happening, with the help of the pictures.
Identify familiar objects and properties for practitioners when they are described. For example: ‘Katie’s coat’, ‘blue car’, ‘shiny apple’.
Can find it difficult to pay attention to more than one thing at a time.
Listen during small group activities. 

	
	March
	Start to say how they are feeling, using words as well as actions.
Understand simple questions about ‘who’, ‘what’ and ‘where’ (but generally not ‘why’).
Understand a question or instruction that has two parts, such as “Get your coat and wait at the door”.
Listen and attend during small group activities.

	
	By the end of 
Nursery
	Enjoy listening to longer stories and can remember much of what happens.
Understand ‘why’ questions, like: “Why do you think the caterpillar got so fat?”
Listen and respond during small group activities.

	Reception
	End Autumn 1

	Listens for short periods with adult support.
Begins to comment on familiar topics with adult support.
Begins to answer questions and respond in short exchanges.

	
	End Aut 2
	Responds to what is heard with simple comments or actions.
Makes relevant comments when prompted.
Engages in short back-and-forth exchanges with familiar peers or adults.
Engage in story times.
Engage in non-fiction books.
Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding.
Learn rhymes, poems and songs.

	
	End Spring 1
	Listens attentively and responds with relevant comments.
Begins to ask simple questions to check understanding.
Sustains simple conversations over several turns with support.
Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important

	
	End Spring 2
	Participates in discussions in small groups and whole class.
Makes comments and asks questions with some independence
Provides additional detail or clarification in conversation.
Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a deep familiarity with new knowledge and vocabulary.
Listen carefully to rhymes and songs, paying attention to how they sound.

	
	End of Summer 1
	Listens attentively and responds with relevant questions, comments or actions.
Sustains discussion and asks follow-up questions.
Holds conversations confidently with familiar adults and peers.

	
	By the end of 
Reception
ELG
	ALSO SEE ORACY FRAMEWORK
Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions, comments and actions when being read to and during whole class discussions and small group interactions;
Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify their understanding;
Hold conversation when engaged in back-and-forth exchanges with their teacher and peers.

	End of Year 1 
	SEE ORACY FRAMEWORK BELOW
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	Butler’s Hill  Infant & Nursery School  Early Years Foundation Stage Benchmarking

	Communication and Language - Speaking

	Baseline
	Use the speech sounds p, b, m, w.
Links 3 or more words.

	Nursery
	December
	Start to say how they are feeling, using words as well as actions.
Start to develop conversation, often jumping from topic to topic.
Develop pretend play: ‘putting the baby to sleep’ or ‘driving the car to the shops’.
Links 3-4 words.

	
	March
	Are usually still learning to pronounce:- l/r/w/y - s/sh/ch/dz/j- f/th - multi-syllabic words such as ‘banana’ and ‘computer’.
Use a wider range of vocabulary.
Sing a large repertoire of songs.
Use longer sentences of four to six words.

	
	By the end of 
Nursery
	Develop their communication, but may continue to have problems with irregular tenses and plurals, such as ‘runned’ for ‘ran’, ‘swimmed’ for ‘swam’.
May have problems saying:- some sounds: r, j, th, ch, and sh- multisyllabic words such as ‘pterodactyl’, ‘planetarium’ or ‘hippopotamus’.
Use talk to organise themselves and their play: “Let’s go on a bus... you sit there... I’ll be the driver.”
Links 5-6 words. -May be incorrect tense and without conjunctions

	Reception
	End Autumn 1
	Joins in with short contributions with adult support.
Offers simple explanations with adult support using recently introduced vocabulary.
Begins to express ideas in short sentences with adult modelling.

	
	End Autumn 2
	Begins to use recently introduced vocabulary in discussion.
Explains reasons for simple events in stories or play using new vocabulary.
Uses past and present tense with modelling and prompts.
Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story.
Can start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns.
Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives.
Describe events in some detail.
Develop social phrases.
Learn new vocabulary. (PTW)

	
	End Spring 1
	Offers ideas in one-to-one, small group, or class discussions with some support.
Offers explanations consistently with adult support.
Uses simple future tense and basic conjunctions (and, but, because) with modelling.
Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions.

	
	End Spring 2
	Participates independently in discussions; uses recently introduced vocabulary appropriately.
Explains reasons for events confidently using new vocabulary.
Uses sentences of 3–5 words with correct tense and simple conjunctions.
Use new vocabulary through the day. (PTW)
Ask questions to find out more and to check they understand what has been said to them.
Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences.
Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities explain how things work and why they might happen.
Retell the story, once they have developed a deep familiarity with the text; some as exact repetition and some in their own words.
Use new vocabulary in different contexts. (PTW)

	
	End Summer 1
	Expands ideas and uses recently introduced vocabulary confidently.
Explains reasons clearly, making use of recently introduced vocabulary.
Talks about past, present, and future experiences with support.

	
	ELG
	SEE ORACY FRAMEWORK  
Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary; 
Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when appropriate; Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher.

	End of Year 1 
	SEE ORACY FRAMEWORK




	Butler’s Hill Infant & Nursery School  Early Years Foundation Stage Benchmarking

	Physical Development – Fine Motor (also see pencil grip progression)

	Baseline
	Beginning to balance blocks to build a small tower
Uses a fisted or palmer grasp to make marks 
Start to eat independently

	Nursery
	December
	Begins to move away from a fisted to a palmer or five finger grasp.
Beginning to show a preference for a dominant hand.
Develop manipulation and control and explore different materials and tools.

	
	March
	Continues to use a palmer grasp or begins to use a five finger grasp 
Show a preference for a dominant hand.

	
	By the end of 
Nursery
	Begins to use a five finger grasp 
Begins to do own zip or buttons with support.
Use one-handed tools and equipment, for example, making snips in paper with scissors.
Use a comfortable grip with good control when holding pens and pencils.

	Reception
	End Autumn 1
	Uses a five finger grasp but begins to use a more refined grip with adult support.
Puts on own shoes with support
Begins to hold and use small tools with adult support.
Makes purposeful marks with emerging control

	
	End Autumn 2
	Uses a tripod grasp but may need reminding- can do more consistently in guided activities
Holds tools effectively and can control movement with support.
Draws shapes and simple objects with reasonable accuracy
Begin to develop their small motor skills by exploring a range of tools.  Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons.

	
	End Spring 1
	Does own zip or buttons independently.
Puts on own shoes independently.
Holds pencil effectively for longer periods; forms letters and numbers more fluently.
Maintains grip and accuracy over longer periods with minimal support.
Lines and shapes show increased accuracy; objects identifiable.

	
	End Spring 2
	Uses tripod grip independently in most writing tasks.
Uses tools independently in familiar activities.
Draws complex objects/ scenes with care and control.
Develop their small motor skills so that they can use a range of tools competently, safely and confidently. Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons.

	
	End Summer 1
	Maintains correct tripod grip independently, showing good control.
Can use a variety of tools effectively in structured tasks.
Draws with sustained accuracy and care independently.

	
	ELG
	Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for fluent writing – using the tripod grip in almost all cases.
Use a range of small tools, including scissors, paint brushes and cutlery;
Begin to show accuracy and care when drawing.

	
End of Year 1 Expectations
	Sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly;
Form the digits 0-9 correctly;
Form lower case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place;
Form capital letters.
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	Butler’s Hill  Infant & Nursery School  Early Years Foundation Stage Benchmarking

	Physical Development – Gross Motor

	Baseline
	Begins to walk and run with control
Begins to jump and climb with adult support
Sit on a push-along wheeled toy
Uses large-muscle movements to wave flags and streamers

	Nursery
	December
	Spin, roll and independently use ropes and swings (for example, tyre swings).
Build independently with a range of appropriate resources.
Walk, run, jump and climb – and start to use the stairs independently. 
Puts on own coat with support.
Uses large-muscle movements to paint and make marks.

	
	March
	Increasingly independent in getting dressed/undressed
Enjoy starting to kick, throw and catch balls.
Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet.
Match their developing physical skills to tasks and activities in the setting.  For example, they decide whether to crawl, walk or run across a plank, depending on its length and width.
Continue to develop their movement, balancing and riding (scooters, trikes and bikes).

	
	By the end of Nursery
	Continue to develop their ball skills.
Chooses the right resources to carry out their own plan.  For example, choosing a spade to enlarge a small hole they dug with a trowel.
Collaborate with others to manage large items, such as moving a long plank safely, carrying large hollow blocks.
Puts on own coat independently.

	Receptiom
	End Autumn 1
	Shows basic awareness of space and obstacles with adult guidance.
Shows emerging balance and coordination with support.
Moves with some energy in familiar activities with adult support.

	
	End Aut 2
	Avoids obstacles and navigates around peers with adult prompts.
Builds strength and core stability; can sustain simple physical activity.
Sustains energetic movement with support; begins to coordinate movements.
Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor.
Combine different movements with ease and fluency.
Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outdoors, alone and in a group.
Develop confidence, competence, precision and accuracy when engaging in activities that involve a ball.

	
	End Spring 1
	Moves safely in open spaces, begins to plan movement.
Coordinates movements more consistently with adult guidance..
Demonstrates more control and variety in energetic movements with adult support.
Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose for a game like musical statues.
Start taking part in some group activities which they make up for themselves, or in team.
Are increasingly able to use and remember sequences and patterns of movements which are related to music and rhythm.

	
	End Spring 2
	Moves safely, considers other children and adjusts actions with support.
Maintains balance and strength in more challenging play with guidance
Moves energetically and safely in familiar contexts with minimal support.
Progress towards a more fluent style of moving, with developing control and grace.
Develop the overall body strength, co-ordination, balance and agility needed to engage successfully with future physical education sessions and other physical disciplines including dance, gymnastics, sport and swimming.
Further develop and refine a range of ball skills including: throwing, catching, kicking, passing, batting and aiming.
Revise and refine the fundamental movement skills they have already acquired:- rolling, crawling, walking ,jumping, running, hopping, skipping, climbing.

	
	End Summer 1
	Moves confidently around obstacles and peers in familiar spaces.
Can use balance, strength, and coordination in a range of activities.
Maintains energetic movement for longer periods; movements are controlled.

	
	ELG
	Negotiate space and obstacles safely, with consideration for themselves and others;
Demonstrate strength, balance and coordination when playing;
Move energetically, such as running, jumping, dancing, hopping, skipping and climbing

	End of Year 1 Expectations
	Pupils move confidently and safely with control and coordination across a range of physical activities. They can demonstrate fundamental movement skills—such as running, skipping, and jumping—with a clear awareness of space, boundaries, and others around them. They can hold basic static balances, land safely with control, and link simple actions together.
Show balance and coordination when running, stopping and changing direction.Jump, hop and land with increasing control. 
Throw and roll a ball toward a target with some accuracy. 
Catch a large ball with two hands. 
Kick and dribble a ball with basic control. 
Move safely in space, showing awareness of others. 
Perform simple movement sequences in dance and gymnastics. 
Follow simple game rules, take turns and work cooperatively. 
Describe simple changes in their body during exercise (e.g., breathing faster).





	Butler’s Hill  Infant & Nursery School  Early Years Foundation Stage Benchmarking

	PSED – Self Regulation

	Baseline
	Feel confident when exploring the Nursery setting. When there is a familiar person nearby
Feel confident enough to express a range of emotions
Find ways of managing transitions, for example from their parent to their key person.

	Nursery
	December
	Express preferences and decisions. They also try new things and start establishing their autonomy.
Become more outgoing with unfamiliar people, in the safe context of their setting.
Talk about their feelings using words like ‘happy’, ‘sad’, ‘angry’ or ‘worried’.

	
	March
	Safely explore emotions beyond their normal range through play and stories
Be increasingly able to talk about and manage their emotions.
Develop their sense of responsibility and membership of a community.
Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. This helps them to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one which is suggested to them
Show more confidence in new social situations

	
	By the end of 
Nursery
	Talk about their feelings in more elaborated ways: “I’m sad because...” or “I love it when ...”.
Begin to understand how others might be feeling.

	Reception
	End Aut 1
	Recognises and names basic emotions in themselves. 
Seeks adult support when upset.
Begins to engage with short, adult-led tasks and routines.
Responds to name and attends briefly to adult voice. Follows simple one-step instructions with support.

	
	End Aut 2
	Recognises basic emotions in others and shows simple empathy.
Understands and works towards simple, short-term goals with support.
Maintains attention during short adult-led activities and routines.
See themselves as a valuable individual.
Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally.
Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.

	
	End Spring 1
	Talks about feelings and uses taught strategies with adult guidance 
Works towards simple goals with adult encouragement. Begins to wait for what they want.
Follows instructions involving two linked ideas with support.	

	
	End Spring 2
	Uses familiar strategies with less support. Expresses feelings using words.
Controls impulses in familiar contexts and works towards goals with less support.
Listens and responds to the teacher while engaged in activity.
Think about the perspectives of others.

	
	End Summer 1
	Shows empathy and adapts behaviour across contexts.
Sustains attention and waits appropriately in a range of situations.
Sustains attention and follows multi-step instructions in a range of situations.

	
	ELG
	Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate their behaviour accordingly;
Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and control their immediate impulses when appropriate;
Give focused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or actions.

	End of Year 1 Expectations
	Recognize when they are experiencing heightened emotions and, with minimal prompting, use a taught Jigsaw strategy (such as deep breathing or the 'Calm Me’) to begin regulating their state. They can articulate how their actions affect the feelings of others and can follow the agreed classroom rules to maintain a safe learning environment.





	Butler’s Hill  Infant & Nursery School  Early Years Foundation Stage Benchmarking

	PSED – Managing Self

	Baseline
	Shows an awareness of what a toilet is used for.
Communicates their need for the toilet.

	Nursery
	December
	Begin to show ‘effortful control’. For example, waiting for a turn and resisting the strong impulse to grab what they want or push their way to the front.
Meets their own care needs with help e.g using the toilet, washing and drying their hands thoroughly.

	
	March
	Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are important.
Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g. using the toilet, washing and drying their hands thoroughly.

	
	By the end of 
Nursery
	Do not always need an adult to remind them of a rule
Develop appropriate ways of being assertive.
Talk with others to solve conflicts.
Make healthy choices about food, drink, activity and toothbrushing.
Usually clean and dry in the day.

	Reception
	End Autumn 1
	Will try new activities with adult encouragement. Begins to explore independently.
Begins to follow simple rules with reminders.
Begins to manage personal needs with adult support.
Talk with others to solve conflicts.
Begin to develop the skills they need to manage the school day successfully:
· lining up and queuing, mealtimes, personal hygiene

	
	End Autumn 2
	Attempts new activities and begins to persist with support.
Follows rules more consistently and begins to talk about them.
Manages basic hygiene with decreasing support.

	
	End Spring 1
	Perseveres with tasks and manages difficulty with adult guidance.
Identifies right and wrong and responds appropriately with support.
Understands simple links between food and health.

	
	End Spring 2
	Shows independence and perseverance in familiar situations.
Applies understanding of rules across familiar contexts.
Independently manages hygiene and personal needs in familiar contexts.
Show resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge.
Know and talk about the different factors that support their overall health and wellbeing:
· regular physical activity
· healthy eating
· toothbrushing
· sensible amounts of ‘screen time’
· having a good sleep routine
· being a safe pedestrian

	
	End Summer 1
	Demonstrates resilience and independence across a range of activities.
Explains reasons for rules and behaves accordingly.
Manages personal needs confidently and consistently.

	
	ELG
	Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in the face of challenge;
Explain the reasons for rules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly;
Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going to the toilet and understanding the importance of healthy food choices.

	End of Year 1 Expectations
	Demonstrate a willing, 'can-do' attitude toward new challenges and show resilience when facing difficulties. They can set a simple personal goal, identify the steps needed to achieve it, and take responsibility for managing their own classroom resources and personal hygiene with minimal supervision.







	Butler’s Hill  Infant & Nursery School  Early Years Foundation Stage Benchmarking

	PSED – Building Relationships

	Baseline
	Seeks comfort from a familiar adult when needed.
Play with increasing confidence on their own, because they know their key person is nearby and available.

	Nursery
	December
	Play with increasing confidence on their own and with other children, because they know their key person is nearby and available.

	
	March
	Develop friendships with other children.

	
	By the end of 
Nursery
	Play with one or more other children, extending and elaborating play ideas.	 

	Reception
	End Autumn 1
	Begins to play alongside others with adult support.
Begins to form secure attachments with familiar adults.
Begins to recognise own needs and seek support.

	
	End Autumn 2
	Takes turns in familiar activities with reminders.
Engages in play alongside peers and familiar adults.
Recognises and responds to basic needs of others.
Help to find solutions to conflicts and rivalries. For example, accepting that not everyone can be Spider-Man in the game.

	
	End Spring 1
	Plays cooperatively with others with adult mediation.
Forms friendships and plays cooperatively with support.
Responds appropriately to others’ needs with adult guidance.
Build constructive and respectful relationships.

	
	End Spring 2
	Works and plays cooperatively in familiar contexts.
Maintains positive relationships with peers and adults.
Shows sensitivity to own and others’ needs in familiar situations.

	
	End Summer 1
	Consistently works and plays cooperatively.
Forms positive attachments and friendships across contexts.
Responds sensitively across a range of contexts.

	
	ELG
	Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others; 
Form positive attachments to adults and friendships with peers; 
Show sensitivity to their own and to others’ needs.


	
End of Year 1 Expectations
	Form positive, mutually respectful friendships and play cooperatively with a range of peers. They can actively listen to others' ideas, show empathy when a classmate is upset, and—with occasional guidance—resolve small disagreements fairly. They demonstrate an inclusive attitude, valuing the differences and similarities within their school community






	Butler’s Hill  Infant & Nursery School  Early Years Foundation Stage Benchmarking

	Literacy – Comprehension  See Pathways to Write- Appendix 1

	Baseline
	Join in with songs and rhymes, copying sounds, rhythms, tunes and tempo.
Say some of the words in songs and rhymes.
Pay attention and respond to the pictures or the words in book when listening to story.

	Nursery
	December
	Sing songs and say rhymes independently, for example, singing whilst playing.
Repeat words and phrases from familiar stories.
Develop play around favourite stories using props.

	
	March
	Understands print has meaning 
Understands page sequencing
Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary.
Ask questions about the book. Makes comments and shares their own ideas.

	
	By the end of 
Nursery
	Understands the names of the different parts of a book
Understands we read English text from left to right and from top to bottom
Spots rhymes when listening to books
Counts and claps the syllables in a word
Know if they like or dislike a text.
Can talk about characters, settings and events.

	Reception
	End Autumn 1
	Know that a text has key points.
Can predict what might happen next.
Listens attentively to stories and responds verbally or through actions, showing awareness of characters or repeated phrases.
Shows awareness of familiar stories and reacts to repeated events as they occur.
Shows understanding of new vocabulary when supported by an adult.

	
	End Autumn 2
	Retells key events from a familiar story in the correct order using some story language.
Anticipates what will happen next in predictable or repetitive stories.
Uses recently introduced vocabulary appropriately during discussion or play.
Understands print can have different purposes 
Suggests rhymes
Recognises words with the same initial sound, such as money and mother.

	
	End Spring 1
	Talks about their favourite book.
Uses vocabulary and events from stories in their play.
Retells a familiar story with a clear beginning, middle and end using sequencing language.
Anticipates key events using knowledge of story structure or characters.
Uses story or non-fiction vocabulary correctly
Builds up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment.

	
	End Spring 2
	Uses recently introduced vocabulary to describe characters’ actions, feelings and events.
Anticipates events based on characters’ actions, feelings or problems.
Uses text vocabulary in child-initiated play

	
	End Summer 1
	Retells stories independently in the correct sequence using own words.
Independently anticipates key events during familiar and unfamiliar stories.
Uses vocabulary from books in role play and discussion

	
	ELG
	Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary;
Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories;
Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play.

	

End of Year 1 Expectations
	Discuss the meaning of unfamiliar words with others;
Know that stories can have similar patterns of events;
Make links to other stories;
Make links with characters in other stories;
Answer retrieval questions about a book;
Use information from the story to support opinion;
Understand that a writer can leave gaps for the reader to fill;
Answer questions which fill the gaps in a story. (Inference)



 



	Butler’s Hill  Infant & Nursery School  Early Years Foundation Stage Benchmarking

	Literacy – Word Reading  See Pathways to Write- Appendix 1 and ELS Progression (Below)

	Baseline
	Beginning to show interest in print

	Nursery
	December
	Notice some print, such as the first letter of their name or a bus or door number.

	
	March
	Recognises own name. using name cards

	
	By the end of 
Nursery
	Can hear onset and rime 
Says the initial sound of their name and some other words
.Begins to orally blend sounds to make a CVC word.


	Reception
	End Autumn 1
	Says the sound for taught letters of the alphabet when prompted.
Can blend 2–3 sounds in familiar words with adult support.
Can orally blend at least 5 words
Reads simple captions with support, using phonic knowledge to decode words.

	
	End Autumn 2
	Can orally blend at least 10 words
Says most letter sounds independently and applies them to simple words. (initial sounds)
Blends CVC words independently using known letter sounds. TARGET: Blending by Christmas	
Reads simple sentences independently, decoding phonic words and recognising some CEWs.
Can segment sounds in a CVC word.
Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them.
Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter-sound correspondences.
Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme.

	
	End Spring 1
	Says at least 10 digraphs accurately and can recall them independently.
Can orally blend at least 15 words
Blends words containing taught digraphs independently.
Reads short storybooks independently, decoding words and recognising CEWs.

	
	End Spring 2
	Can orally blend Blends letters and digraphs independently to read simple CVC words.
Blends letters and digraphs fluently to read simple words independently.
Reads simple sentences aloud fluently, decoding words and recognising CEWs.
Read some letter groups that each represent one sound and say sounds for them.
Read simple phrases and sentences made up of words with known letter–sound correspondences and, where necessary, a few exception words.
Builds up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment.

	
	End Summer 1
	Uses letter sounds and digraphs independently when reading and writing simple words.
Reads sentences independently using sound-blending.
Reads short books independently, decoding new words and recognising most CEWs.

	
	ELG
	Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs;
Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending;
Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including some common exception words.

	

End of Year 1 Expectations
	Hear and recognise all 40+ phonemes;
Match all 40+ graphemes to their phonemes;
Identify all 40+ graphemes in reading;
Know that words can have omitted letters and that an apostrophe represents the omitted letters;
Find contractions in reading;
Read words with contractions;
Read compound words, for example, football, playground, farmyard, bedroom.
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	Butler’s Hill  Infant & Nursery School  Early Years Foundation Stage Benchmarking

	Literacy – Writing (see mark making progression, Drawing development children and squiggle)  See Pathways to Write- Appendix 1

	Baseline
	Enjoy drawing freely.
Beginning to add some marks to their drawings, which they sometimes give meaning to. For example: “That says mummy.”
Scribbles begin to become more controlled
Can form Pre-writing shapes appropriate to their age

	Nursery
	December
	Add some marks to their drawings, which they give meaning to
Enjoys mark making for a purpose.
Can form Pre-writing shapes appropriate to their age

	
	March
	Make marks on their picture to stand for their name.
Engages in early writing e.g. writing a shopping list
Can form Pre-writing shapes appropriate to their age

	
	By the end of 
Nursery
	Use some of their print and letter knowledge; and or letters from their name in their early writing. For example: writing a pretend shopping list that starts at the top of the page
Begins to use familiar letters from their own name in their writing
Begin to match initial sounds orally
Can form Pre-writing shapes appropriate to their age

	Reception
	End Autumn 1
	Can form Pre-writing shapes appropriate to their age
Writes some letters correctly when guided or modelled.
Writes some letters to represent the initial sounds of words.
Writes simple letters, words or phrases that can sometimes be read by others
Writes some or all of their name (PTW)
WRITING ASSESSMENT- ARE Initial sounds

	
	End Autumn 2
	Writes most letters correctly with support.
Spells simple CVC words independently, representing most sounds correctly.
Writes simple captions using known words and phonics, mostly readable.
WRITING ASSESSMENT- ARE CVC words pig, cat, dog

	
	End Spring 1
	Forms most letters correctly and can write familiar words independently.
Spells most words phonetically, representing all sounds with letters or digraphs.
Writes short phrases, sentences independently that can be read by others.
WRITING ASSESSMENT- ARE pig in mud, cat in a box, dog in a bed

	
	End Spring 2
	Writes most letters correctly and applies letter formation in independent words.
Spells words independently, representing all sounds, including taught digraphs.
Writes simple sentences independently that are readable by others.
Uses their developing phonic knowledge to write things such as captions and short sentences. 
Can form Pre-writing shapes appropriate to their age
WRITING ASSESSMENT- ARE The pig in the mud.  A cat in a box.  The dog in a bed.

	
	End Summer 1
	Writes familiar words and some simple sentences with most letters formed correctly.
Spells words accurately in short sentences and simple stories using phonics.
Writes simple sentences independently that can be read by others, including in captions or short stories.
WRITING ASSESSMENT- ARE The pig in the mud.  A cat in a box.  The dog in a bed.

	
	ELG
	Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;
Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters;
Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.
Writes short sentences with words with known sound-letter correspondences using a capital letter and full stop.

	

End of Year 1 Expectations
	Sequence sentences to form short narratives;
Sequence sentences in chronological order to recount an event /experience;
May attempt to use a range of conjunctions;
Make sure that word choices are relevant to the context and use word banks to support this;
Begin to use adjectives to add detail to sentences;
Use capital letters for the names of people, places and days of the week;
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	Butler’s Hill  Infant & Nursery School  Early Years Foundation Stage Benchmarking

	Mathematics – Number

	Baseline
	Take part in finger rhymes with numbers.

	Nursery
	December
	Recite numbers to 5.
 Begins to show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5.
Link numerals and amounts to 1.

	
	March
	Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5.
Shows ‘finger numbers’ to 5
Link numerals and amounts to 2.

	
	By the end of 
Nursery
	Fast recognition of up to 3 objects, without having to count them individually (‘subitising’).
Know that the last number reached when counting a small set of objects tells you how many there are in total (‘cardinal principle’).
Shows an interest in mathematical problems with numbers up to 5.
Link numerals and amounts to 3.

	Reception  WRMs
	End Autumn 1
	subitise to 3
show 1,2, 3 on fingers
find one more or less to 3 
represent 3 using numerals and objects

	
	End Autumn 2
	represent numerals to objects 1-5 
subitise to 5
find one more and one less to 5
use more and fewer to compare numbers to 5

	
	End Spring 1
	To count out a given quantity from a larger group
to explore simple adding and taking away to 5
number bonds to 5
representing numeral to objects 0-5 using subitising
understand part whole making numbers to 8
to represent numbers 6,7,8 to quantity
to find one more and one less to 8
compare numbers to 8 

	
	End Spring 2
	To represent numeral to objects upto 10
To find one more and one less to 10
To use part part whole to make numbers up to 10 (simple addition)
Number bonds to 10
Compare numbers to 10

	
	End Summer 1
	Match numeral to objects up to 10
Number bonds to 5 and some to 10
Adding and taking away to 10
Doubles to 10

	
	ELG
	Have a deep understanding of number to 10, including the composition of each number; Subitise (recognise quantities without counting) up to 5;
Automatically recall (without reference to rhymes, counting or other aids) number bonds up to 5 (including subtraction facts) and some number bonds to 10, including double facts.

	End of Year 1 Expectations
	Number
Counting and Representation: Children are expected to count to and across 100, forwards and backwards, starting from 0, 1, or any given number. They should subitise (recognise quantities without counting) with numbers up to 5 and identify, represent, and estimate numbers using objects, pictorial representations, and the number line.
Reading and Writing: Pupils should read and write numbers to 100 in numerals and from 1 to 20 in both numerals and words.
Number Sense and Place Value: Given any number, children should identify one more and one less up to 100. They should recognise the place value of numbers up to 20 and identify odd and even numbers to 20.
Calculations and Facts: Expectations include reading, writing, and interpreting mathematical statements involving addition (+), subtraction (-), and equals (=) signs. Children should add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero. They must also recall addition and subtraction facts to 5 and doubling facts to 10.
Fractions: Children should be able to recognise, find, and name a half (one of two equal parts) and a quarter (one of four equal parts) of an object, shape, or quantity.
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	Mathematics – Numerical Patterns

	Baseline
	Notice patterns and arrange things in patterns.

Shape, Space & Measure-Complete inset puzzles.

	Nursery
	December
	Begins to organise and categorise objects into separate piles
Shape, Space & Measure- Understand position through words alone – for example, “The bag is under the table,” – with no pointing.
Understands the concept of big and small.
Talk about and identify the patterns around them. For example: stripes on clothes, designs on rugs and wallpaper. Use informal language like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ etc.

	
	March
	Understands the concept of more.
Understands the concept of heavy and light.
Understands the concept of less.
Shape, Space & Measure- Compare sizes, weights etc. using gesture and language - ‘bigger/little/smaller’, ‘high/low’, ‘tall’/short ‘heavy’.
Begin to copy ABAB pattern and begin to extend
In provision- Select shapes appropriately: flat surfaces for building, a triangular prism for a roof etc.
Combine shapes to make new ones - an arch, a bigger triangle etc.

	
	By the end of 
Nursery
	Compare quantities using language: ‘more than’, ‘fewer than’.
Extend and create ABAB patterns – stick, leaf, stick, leaf.
Begin to describe a sequence of events, real or fictional, using words such as ‘first’, ‘then...’
Shape, Space & Measure-Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’
Make comparisons between objects relating to size, length, weight and capacity.
 Begin to talk about and explore 2D shapes (for example, circles, rectangles, triangles) using informal and mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’.
Copy and begin to create ABAB pattern (repeating pattern)

	Reception-WRM
	End Autumn 1
	Sort and match objects using routines, tidy time etc
Understand a set or collection
Use more to describe a set
Continue, copy and create repeating patterns- ABAB pattern
Shape, Space & Measure- to identify and name circle and triangle, to explore, talk and compare mass, size and capacity 

	
	End Autumn 2
	Use the language ‘more than’ and ‘fewer than’ and ‘equal’.
Count forwards and backwards to 5 by rote
use more and fewer to compare numbers to 5
Shape, Space & Measure- Select, rotate and manipulate 4 2D shapes ( circle, square, triangle, rectangle) and begin to discuss their properties
to understand night and day and sequence events
use positional language such as next to under to describe objects 

	
	End Spring 1
	to compare numbers up to 8 using more and fewer and same
Shape, Space & Measure-  To use language heavy and light to compare mass (weight)
To use language full, empty, nearly empty, nearly full to compare capacity
Explore capacity using different containers and predict  
To measure time in simple ways up to 1 minute, days of the week 

	
	End Spring 2
	Count forwards and backwards to 10 by rote
Notice and correct an error in a repeating pattern.
Copy and continue 3 step repeating patterns- ABCD,ABCD, AAB, ABB or ABBA
Shape, Space & Measure- Talk about and explore 3D shapes (cuboid, cube, sphere, cylinder, pyramid) using informal and mathematical language: ‘sides’, ‘corners’; ‘straight’, ‘flat’, ‘round’.
Compare length, height using language and (ordering at least 3 objects) 
Understand that when something is shared fairly it is equal.
Begin to understand odd and even numbers
Begin to understand doubles
To sequence events using first, then, next, after and finally

	
	End Summer 1
	To count forwards and backwards to 20 and beyond 
To represent 11-20 using numeral and objects
To understand doubles to 5 (10)
To share equally between two groups 
To begin to understand grouping sets
To understand odd and even
Shape, Space & Measure-  to manipulate, compose and decompose create new shapes and pictures, 
Using positional language to create a rule

	
	ELG
	Verbally count beyond 20, recognising the pattern of the counting system;
Compare quantities up to 10 in different contexts, recognising when one quantity is greater than, less than or the same as the other quantity;
Explore and represent patterns within numbers up to 10, including evens and odds, double facts and how quantities can be distributed equally.

	End of Year 1 Expectations
	Numerical Patterns
Counting in Multiples: A key expectation is the ability to count fluently in multiples of twos, fives, and tens.
Number Relationships: Children should represent and use number bonds and related subtraction facts within 20.
Shape, Space, and Measure: Within the "Numerical Patterns" section of the benchmarking framework, Year 1 expectations also include:
2D and 3D Shapes: Recognising and naming common 2D shapes (circles, triangles, rectangles, and squares) and common 3D shapes (cuboids, cubes, pyramids, and spheres).
Position and Direction: Describing position, direction, and movement, specifically including half, quarter, and three-quarter turns.
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	Understanding the World – Past and Present

	Nursery Baseline
	Knows and talks about their immediate family.

	Nursery
	December
	Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history.
Understands cause and effect.

	
	March
	Begin to talk about recent past and present events - yesterday, today.

	
	By the end of 
Nursery
	Explore how things work.

	Reception
	End Autumn 1
	Talks about familiar people and what they do in simple terms.
Talks about recent past events in relation to their own experiences.
Talks about characters and settings in stories using simple language.

	
	End Autumn 2
	Describes the roles of people in school and at home.
Identifies simple similarities and differences between past and present.
Identifies when a story is set in the past and notices differences.

	
	End Spring 1
	Talks about people in the community and what they do.
Talks about differences between past and present based on stories read.
Talks about events in stories that happened in the past.
Comment on images of familiar situations in the past.
Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past.

	
	End Spring 2
	Talks about similarities and differences between roles.
Describes similarities and differences between past and present.
Compares aspects of stories set in the past with life now.
Begin to talk about sequences and patterns in time – days of the week, months of the year.

	
	End Summer 1
	Talks about people they know and links roles to real-life experiences.
Compares multiple aspects of past and present confidently.
Talks confidently about the past using stories read in class.

	
	ELG
	Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in society;
Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;
Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling.


	

End of Year 1 Expectations
	Year 1 pupils work towards becoming independent historians by developing chronological understanding and an awareness of significant individuals and events.
· Chronology: Pupils should be able to sequence three events on a timeline and use temporal language such as "last year," "after," and "next year".
· Historical Knowledge: Children are expected to describe changes within living memory, specifically looking at how technology, toys, and daily life have evolved over the last 100 years, including life in the 1940s. They should also know about significant individuals like Robert Falcon Scott and their impact on history.
Enquiry and Sources: Expectations include using photos, artefacts, and diary entries to find details about the past and expressing the feelings of people who lived during those times through writing or drawing
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	Understanding the World – People, Culture & Communities

		Baseline
	Establishes sense of self.
Talk about members of their immediate family.

	Nursery
	December
	Make connections between the features of their family and other families.
Notice differences between people.

	
	March
	Show interest in different occupations.
Notice and ask questions about differences, such as skin colour, types of hair, gender, special needs and disabilities, and so on.

	
	By the end of 
Nursery
	Continue to develop positive attitudes about the differences between people.

	Reception
	End Autumn 1
	Describes features of the immediate environment using simple language.
Talks about own family routines or celebrations.
Describes familiar aspects of life in this country.

	
	End Autumn 2
	Describes familiar places using observational language.
Talks about different celebrations and traditions.
Identifies simple differences between life here and in another country through stories.
Talk about members of their immediate family and community.
Name and describe people who are familiar to them.
Draw information from a simple map.

	
	End Spring 1
	Describes the environment using information from discussion or texts.
Talks about religious or cultural communities shown in stories
Talks about similarities and differences using non-fiction texts

	
	End Spring 2
	Uses simple maps or symbols to describe their environment.
Identifies similarities and differences between communities.
Uses simple maps to talk about where countries are and how life may differ.
Know that there are different countries in the world and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos.
Understand that some places are special to members of their community.
Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special times in different ways.
Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries.

	
	End Summer 1
	Describes their immediate environment clearly using multiple sources.
Talks about different religious and cultural communities using experiences and texts.
Explains similarities and differences between life here and in other countries.

	
	ELG
	Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps;
Know some similarities and differences between different religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;
Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and – when appropriate – maps.

	

End of Year 1 Expectations
	Year 1 pupils work towards becoming independent historians by developing chronological understanding and an awareness of significant individuals and events.
· Chronology: Pupils should be able to sequence three events on a timeline and use temporal language such as "last year," "after," and "next year".
· Historical Knowledge: Children are expected to describe changes within living memory, specifically looking at how technology, toys, and daily life have evolved over the last 100 years, including life in the 1940s. They should also know about significant individuals like Robert Falcon Scott and their impact on history.
· Enquiry and Sources: Expectations include using photos, artefacts, and diary entries to find details about the past and expressing the feelings of people who lived during those times through writing or drawing
In Year 1, children develop their locational and place knowledge by identifying the four countries of the UK, their surrounding seas, and their respective national flowers. They also begin to explore the wider world, learning to locate the five oceans, the two poles, the equator, and the continent of Africa.
· Human and Physical Geography: Pupils should be able to identify seasonal and weather patterns in the UK and recognize key human and physical features in their local area, the Polar Regions, and Gambia. They should understand the impact of plastic pollution and how local spaces can be cared for through sustainability efforts.
· Geographical Skills: Expectations include the ability to draw simple maps with labels and symbols, use surveys for fieldwork, and use a compass to follow a simple route.
Comparison: Children are expected to compare their local environment in Hucknall to contrasting locations such as Sherwood Forest and Gambi
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	Understanding the World – The Natural World 

	Baseline
	Explore natural materials, indoors and outside.
Explore materials with different properties (and name some of them).

	Nursery
	December
	Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials and some words to describe them.
Explore and respond to different natural phenomena in their setting and on trips.

	
	March
	Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary
Plant seeds and care for growing plants.
Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant.

	
	By the end of 
Nursery
	Talk about the differences between materials and changes they notice.
Explore collections of materials with similar and/or different properties.
Understand the key features of the life cycle of an animal and/ or minibeast.
Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things.

	Reception
	End Autumn 1
	Makes simple observations about animals and plants.
Talks about own family routines or celebrations.
Describes familiar aspects of life in this country.

	
	End Autumn 2
	Draws animals or plants based on what they have observed.
Talks about different celebrations and traditions.
Identifies simple differences between life here and in another country through stories.
Explore the natural world around them.
Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them.

	
	End Spring 1
	Makes observations about changes in animals or plants.
Talks about religious or cultural communities shown in stories
Talks about similarities and differences using non-fiction texts

	
	End Spring 2
	Compares animals or plants and records observations through drawing.
Identifies similarities and differences between communities.
Uses simple maps to talk about where countries are and how life may differ.
Explore and talk about different forces they can feel
Describe what they see, hear and feel whilst outside.
Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live.

	
	End Summer 1
	Independently explores the natural world and records observations
Talks about different religious and cultural communities using experiences and texts.
Explains similarities and differences between life here and in other countries.

	
	ELG
	Explore the natural world around them, making observations and drawing pictures of animals and plants;
Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class;
Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.  NEED TO ADD CONTENT FOR THIS!


	

End of Year 1 Expectations
	In Year 1, children develop their locational and place knowledge by identifying the four countries of the UK, their surrounding seas, and their respective national flowers. They also begin to explore the wider world, learning to locate the five oceans, the two poles, the equator, and the continent of Africa.
· Human and Physical Geography: Pupils should be able to identify seasonal and weather patterns in the UK and recognize key human and physical features in their local area, the Polar Regions, and Gambia. They should understand the impact of plastic pollution and how local spaces can be cared for through sustainability efforts.
· Geographical Skills: Expectations include the ability to draw simple maps with labels and symbols, use surveys for fieldwork, and use a compass to follow a simple route.
· Comparison: Children are expected to compare their local environment in Hucknall to contrasting locations such as Sherwood Forest and Gambi
The Year 1 Science curriculum focuses on fostering curiosity through first-hand practical experiences and systematic observation.
· Scientific Enquiry: Pupils should ask simple questions, make measurements using non-standard units, and observe closely using their senses and simple equipment. They are expected to record findings using simple templates or pictorial charts.
· Plants and Animals: Children must identify the basic structure of flowering plants (roots, stem, leaves, flowers) and trees (trunk, branches). They should name common animals, including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals, and classify them as carnivores, herbivores, or omnivores.
· Humans: Pupils should be able to label basic parts of the human body and identify which part is associated with each of the five senses.
Seasons and Materials: Expectations include observing and describing weather changes across the four seasons and how day length varies. Additionally, children should be able to distinguish between an object and the material it is made from, identifying common materials like wood, plastic, glass, and metal
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		Expressive Arts and Design – Creating with Materials	

	Baseline
	Experiment with marks and begin to distinguish between the different marks they make.
Explore paint, using fingers and other parts of their bodies as well as brushes and other tools.

	Nursery
	December
	Use their imagination as they consider what they can do with different materials.
Join different materials and explore different textures.

	
	March
	Express ideas and feelings through making marks, and sometimes give a meaning to the marks they make.
Make simple models which express their ideas.
Create closed shapes with continuous lines, and begin to use these shapes to represent objects.
Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises.
Explore colour and colour-mixing.

	
	By the end of 
Nursery
	Explore different materials freely, in order to develop their ideas about how to use them and what to make.
Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to express them.
Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face with a circle and including details (such as happy/sad face).

	Reception
	End Autumn 1
	Explores a variety of materials using senses and uses tools safely with guidance.
Shares creations with an adult and gives simple comments about what they have done.
Uses props in simple role play linked to familiar experiences.

	
	End Autumn 2
	Chooses materials intentionally and begins to combine them using tools with emerging control.
Describes simple actions and materials used when sharing work.
Uses props to take on simple roles in familiar stories or scenarios.
Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills.
Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear etc.

	
	End Spring 1
	Experiments with tools and techniques and uses them safely with increasing control.
Explains the main steps they took to create their work.
Uses props to support a developing narrative in role play.

	
	End Spring 2
	Selects materials for a purpose and adapts ideas during the creative process.
Explains what they did and begins to explain choices or changes.	
Uses props to stay in role and play cooperatively with others.
Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects to express their ideas and feelings.
Return to and build on their previous learning, refining ideas and developing their ability to represent them.

	
	End Summer 1
	Uses tools with good control and refines work to improve the outcome.
Explains their process clearly using appropriate vocabulary.	
Uses props to create and act out original narratives.

	
	ELG
	Safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, texture, form and function;
Share their creations, explaining the process they have used;
Make use of props and materials when role playing characters in narratives and stories. 

	

End of Year 1 Expectations
	By the end of Year 1, children are expected to move through an iterative process of designing and making purposeful products, building upon their Early Years foundations. According to the Design and Technology (D&T) progression ladder, the expectations for Year 1 pupils are:
Design
· Purpose and User: Pupils should be able to design products that have a clear purpose and an intended user.
· Communication: They must know how to communicate their design ideas through drawings and talking.
· Context: Children should understand that a product must be designed before it is made and that many products are manufactured in factories using machinery.
Make
· Safety and Techniques: Pupils are expected to follow established procedures for safety and hygiene.
· Tool Use: They should demonstrate the ability to hold scissors correctly and cut accurately along lines of various sizes and shapes.
· Material Manipulation: With support, children should be able to measure, cut, and shape different materials.
· Joining and Textiles: They should know multiple ways to join materials, such as using glue or Sellotape, and specifically know how to weave wool through a threading card.
Evaluate
· Self-Reflection: Children are expected to evaluate their own products by discussing how well they function in relation to their original design criteria.
· Existing Products: They should explore and evaluate existing products, explaining their likes and dislikes while identifying the product's function and intended user.
Technical Knowledge
· Structures: Pupils should know how to make freestanding structures both taller and more stable.
· Mechanisms: They are expected to understand and use simple mechanisms, such as sliders and levers, to create movement (for example, in a puppet theatre).
· 3D Modelling: Children should have experience in 3D modelling using various materials.
Cooking and Nutrition
· Preparation Skills: Pupils are expected to follow health and safety procedures while performing practical tasks like rolling out dough, using cutters, peeling, and spreading.
· Knife Skills: They should know how to hold a knife correctly using a simple bridge hold to cut or chop ingredients such as bananas or bread.
Healthy Choices: Children should understand the basic principles of a healthy and varied diet, participate in food tasting, and understand where food comes from.
By the end of Year 1, pupils should demonstrate increased physical control by sitting correctly and holding pencils or tools like paintbrushes comfortably to become proficient in drawing, painting, and sculpture. They will use a range of materials creatively to design and make products, while developing a wide range of techniques in colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form, and space. Pupils will be able to explain the chronological steps of their artistic process using topic-specific vocabulary.
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	Expressive Arts and Design – Being Imaginative and Expressive

	Baseline
	Enjoy and take part in action songs, such as ‘Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star’.
Start to develop pretend play, pretending that one object represents another. For example, a child holds a wooden block to her ear and pretends it’s a phone.
Explore a range of sound-makers and instruments and play them in different ways.

	Nursery
	December
	Respond emotionally and physically to music when it changes.
Remember and sing entire songs (simple) and/ or Nursery rhymes.
Verbally take part in pretend play.

	
	March
	Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something else even though they are not similar
Listen with increased attention to sounds.
Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’).

	
	By the end of 
Nursery
	Begin to develop complex stories using small world equipment like animal sets, dolls and dolls houses etc.
Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with blocks and construction kits, such as a city with different buildings and a park.
Sing the melodic shape (moving melody, such as up and down, down and up) of familiar songs.
Create their own songs, or improvise a song around one they know.

	Reception
	End Autumn 1
	Joins in with repeated phrases and actions from familiar stories.
Joins in with familiar rhymes and songs using simple words.
Joins in short songs, rhymes or stories with adult support; begins simple movement in time with music.

	
	End Autumn 2
	Retells familiar stories in the correct sequence with support.
Sings a range of familiar songs confidently with appropriate words and phrases.
Performs songs, rhymes, poems or stories confidently with peers and adult guidance; moves in time with music when prompted.
Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings.
Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody.
Develop storylines in their pretend play.

	
	End Spring 1
	  Adapts familiar stories by changing characters, settings or events.
Sings familiar songs independently and follows group rhythm.
Performs songs, rhymes, poems or stories independently with peers; attempts to move in time with music.

	
	End Spring 2
	Invents simple narratives with peers and adults.
Sings accurately and begins to use expression, tone and rhythm.
Performs with others, sustaining songs, rhymes or stories and moving in time with music.
Listen attentively, move to and talk about music, expressing their feelings and responses.
Watch and talk about dance and performance art, expressing their feelings and responses.
Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups.

	
	End Summer 1
	Recounts narratives clearly using sequencing and detail.
Sings songs confidently in small groups or class performance.
Performs confidently to peers or small audience; maintains voice, words and movement.

	
	By the end of 
Reception ELG
	Invent, adapt and recount narratives and stories with peers and their teacher;
Sing a range of well-known nursery rhymes and songs;
Perform songs, rhymes, poems and stories with others, and – when appropriate try to move in time with music.

	End of Year 1 Expectations
	By the end of Year 1, children are expected to move through an iterative process of designing and making purposeful products, building upon their Early Years foundations. According to the Design and Technology (D&T) progression ladder, the expectations for Year 1 pupils are:
Design
· Purpose and User: Pupils should be able to design products that have a clear purpose and an intended user.
· Communication: They must know how to communicate their design ideas through drawings and talking.
· Context: Children should understand that a product must be designed before it is made and that many products are manufactured in factories using machinery.
Make
· Safety and Techniques: Pupils are expected to follow established procedures for safety and hygiene.
· Tool Use: They should demonstrate the ability to hold scissors correctly and cut accurately along lines of various sizes and shapes.
· Material Manipulation: With support, children should be able to measure, cut, and shape different materials.
· Joining and Textiles: They should know multiple ways to join materials, such as using glue or Sellotape, and specifically know how to weave wool through a threading card.
Evaluate
· Self-Reflection: Children are expected to evaluate their own products by discussing how well they function in relation to their original design criteria.
· Existing Products: They should explore and evaluate existing products, explaining their likes and dislikes while identifying the product's function and intended user.
Technical Knowledge
· Structures: Pupils should know how to make freestanding structures both taller and more stable.
· Mechanisms: They are expected to understand and use simple mechanisms, such as sliders and levers, to create movement (for example, in a puppet theatre).
· 3D Modelling: Children should have experience in 3D modelling using various materials.
Cooking and Nutrition
· Preparation Skills: Pupils are expected to follow health and safety procedures while performing practical tasks like rolling out dough, using cutters, peeling, and spreading.
· Knife Skills: They should know how to hold a knife correctly using a simple bridge hold to cut or chop ingredients such as bananas or bread.
Healthy Choices: Children should understand the basic principles of a healthy and varied diet, participate in food tasting, and understand where food comes from.

By the end of Year 1, pupils are expected to develop their musical skills through listening, singing, playing instruments, and performing. Drawing from the progression documents, the expectations include:
Listening and Responding
· Pulse and Beat: Children should know that music has a steady pulse and be able to move in time to that pulse or beat.
· Identifying Sounds: They should be able to identify and name some of the untuned percussion instruments used in the classroom.
Singing
· Vocal Expression: Pupils are expected to use their voices expressively, understanding that songs can include different vocal styles, such as rapping.
· Rhythm and Pitch: They should know how to create rhythms using words (such as their own names or animal names) and demonstrate an understanding of pitch by adding high and low sounds when they sing.
Playing Instruments
· Instrumental Skills: Children will specifically learn to play the glockenspiel.
· Control: They should be able to use both tuned and untuned percussion instruments to accompany songs and explore sounds.
Explore and Create
· Composing and Improvising: Pupils should understand that composing and improvising mean making up their own music.
· Experimentation: They are expected to begin improvising and composing by experimenting with combining different sounds.
Performing
· Group Performance: Children should participate in performances delivered to an audience, such as parents. Key performance opportunities in Year 1 include the Christmas production and the Easter Bonnet parade in the Spring term.
· Extracurricular Engagement: Pupils have the opportunity to join music clubs like ‘Boomwhackers’ to further develop their performance skills.
By the end of year 1 pupils will use drawing, painting, and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences, and imagination, specifically by recounting narratives or personal events in a logical sequence. They will learn to evaluate and analyse creative works—their own and those of various artists—describing similarities and differences between practices and making links to their own work. Through collaborative reflection, they will offer reasons for their artistic opinions and show a willingness to adapt their ideas based on the perspectives of others.
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finger closest o the paper and thumb
on'top.

22-36 months

Palmer Grasp and

Four-finger grip. As children gain fine
motor control, hey fypicaly progress
from using a ist grip 10 a four-fingered
. With a four-ingered grip, a chid
uses al four fingers fogether 1o hold an
‘object againsthis thumb. This gip gives
a chid greater control when holding
smalitem.

30-50 months

v

Five finger Grasp and

Pincer grip. Once cildren develop
strong fine motor skils, @ frue pincer grip.
‘emerges. With this grip, a child uses only.
his thumb and index finger 1o hold and
manipulate small objects. With a pincer
grip, a chid can easlly twist dials, fum
the pages of a book, open and close o
Zip, and use crayons or pencils with
precision.

40-60 months

/

Tripod Grasp (Three finger)

Most chilcren reach @ mature three-
finger grip by age 5 o & In this hand
grip, G utensi i held between thumb,
index and middle fingers. They might
have fense fingers ot frst and confinu
fo use wrst moverents as they did wi
the five-finger orip, but they will
‘eventually gain more fine mofor con
‘and wil start fo use finger movements
make shapes and leffers.
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This s the period when young children are
just figuring out that their movemnents result in
the lines and scribbles they see on the page.
These scribbles are usually the result of large
movements from the shouider., with the
crayon or marker held in the chid's fist.
There is joy in creating art at all ages, but ot
this stage especially, many children relish the
feedback they are getting from their senses:
the way the crayon feels, the smell of the
paint, the squishy-ness of the clay.

1

22-36 months

s children develop.
befer control over
the musclesin their
hands and fingers,
iner scribbles begin
fo change and
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Perspectives

Drawing Development in
Children

Viktor Lowenfeld
Betty Edwards

Viktor Lowenfeld
Creative and Mental Growth

First
disordered
scribbles are
simply records
of enjoyable
kinesthetic
activity, not
attempts at
portraying the
visual world.
After six
months of

The preschematic stage The schematic stage

First conscious creation of form The child arrives at a "schema,” a
occurs around age three and definite way of portraying an
provides a tangible record of the | object, although it will be

child's thinking process. The first | modified when he needs to portray
representational attempt is a ‘something important. The schema
person, usually with circle for head | represents the child’s active

and two vertical lines for legs. Later | knowledge of the subject. At this

other forms develop, clearly stage, there is definite order in
recognizable and often quite space relationships: everything
complex. Children continually search | sits on the base line.

for new concepts so symbols

constantly change.

The gang stage: The dawning
realism

The child finds that schematic generalization
no longer suffices to express reality. This
dawning of how things really look is usually
expressed with more detail for individual
parts, but is far from naturalism in drawing.
Space is discovered and depicted with
overlapping objects in drawings and a horizon
line rather than a base line. Children begin to
compare their work and become more critical
of it. While they are more independent of
adults, they are more anxious to conform to
their peers.
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Weiting

Use some of their print
and letter knowledge:
in their early writing

Spell words by
dentifying the sounds
and then writing the.
sound with letters

NC focus

‘Grammar - Word

THE LITERACY

Year 1

Use plural noun sufixes.
sand-es

Add suffixes to verbs
where no change is
needed to the root

Change the meaning of
verbs and adjectives by
adding prefix un

Year 2

Form nouns using
suffies such as -ness, —
er and by compounding
{for example,

whiteboord, superman]

Form adjectives using
suffixes such as —ful, -
less (A fuler lst of
suffixes can be found on
page 46 in the year 2
spelling section in English
Appendi1)

Use the suffixes —er, —est
i adjectives and use —ly
in Standard English to
tum adjectives into
adverbs

Communication
and Language

Use new vocabulary in
different contexts
(communication and
language)

Describe events in some
detail {communication
and language

Grammar -
Sentence

Cohesion: Detail

Write expanded noun
phrases for description
and specification [for
example, the blue
butterfly, plain flour, the
man in the moon]

Wiiting

Communication
and Language

Write some or all of
their name

Connect one idea or
action to another using a
range of connectives
(Communication and
language)

‘Grammar - sentence

Cohesion: Varying.
sentence types

Combine words to make
sentences

Leave spaces between
words

Join words and clauses
using and

Sequence sentences to
form short narratives

Use subordination (using.
when, i, that, because)

and co-ordination (using
or, and, but)

Write sentences with
different forms
Statement, question,
exclamation or
command
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plurals

(communication and Use the progressive form
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actions in progress [for
example, she is
drumming, he wos
shauting]

Writing Wrte short sentences Use a capitalletter for | Use capitalletters, full
with words with known names of peaple, places, | stops, question marks
sound-letter Grammar - Punctuation | the days of the week, | and exclamation marks
correspondences using a and the personal to demarcate sentences
capita letter and full pronoun
stop Use commas to separate

Punctuate sentences | itemsnalist

using a capita leter and

afullstop, question mark | Use apostrophes to mark

or exclamation mark | where letters are missing
in spelling and to mark
singular possession in
nouns [for example, the
gir's name
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Writing Composition
3-and 4- year-olds Children in reception Year1 Year2

Write some letters accurately

Use some of thelr print and letter
knowledge in their early writing

Know many thymes, be able to talk
about familiar books, and be able to tell
along story
Understand ‘why’ questions
(communication and language)

Re-read what they have written to
check that it makes sense

Form lower-case and capital letters
correctly

Retell the story, once they have
developed a deep familiarity with the
text; some as exact repetition and some
in their own words (communication and
language)

Articulate their ideas and thoughts in
well-formed sentences (communication
and language)

Weite sentences:

Develop positive attitudes towards and

Say out loud what Is going to be written
about

Compose a sentence orally before.
wiiting it

Sequence sentences to form short
narratives

Re-read and check sense
Discuss what has been written with the
teacher or other pupils

Read writing aloud clearly enough to be
heard by peers and the teacher

Stamin for writing
Write narratives about personal
experiences and those of others (real
and fitional)

Write about real events
Wite poetry
Weite for different purposes

Plan or say out loud what is going to be
wiitten about

Wiite down ideas, key words, new.
vocabulary

Encapsulate what i to be written,
sentence by sentence

Make simple additions, revisions and
corrections:

Evaluate wrting with the teacher and
other pupils

Re-read to check sense

Proof-read to check for errors in
spelling, grammar and punctuation

Read aloud with intanation
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