Butler’s Hill EYFS Nursery and Reception Nursery Rhyme Progression[image: ]

🎵 Why This Model Is Very Secure
· Every child sings the Charanga core rhymes 36 times per year (minimum exposure)
· No gaps for children joining Reception without Nursery
· Clear progression in musical elements layered onto the same familiar songs
·  Repetition builds fluency, confidence, vocabulary and musical memory
Nursery -   CORE RHYMES- Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star, Incy Wincy Spider, Five Little Ducks, Old MacDonald Had a Farm, Humpty Dumpty, Baa Baa Black Sheep
By end of Nursery, children will have repeated core rhymes 3–4 times.
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Settling In 
(Simple, repetitive, action-based)
	Rhythm & Counting 
(Overlap + number focus)
(Overlap: Twinkle Twinkle, Five Little Ducks)
	Animals & Actions (Overlap + new vocabulary)
(Overlap: Incy Wincy Spider, Five Little Speckled Frogs)
	Story Rhymes (Longer sequences)
(Overlap: Hickory Dickory Dock, Baa Baa Black Sheep)
	Traditional Tales & Counting Backwards
(Overlap: Humpty Dumpty, Five Little Ducks)

	Performance & Confidence
(Overlap: Twinkle Twinkle, Old MacDonald)


	Twinkle Twinkle Little Star
Incy Wincy Spider
Five Little Ducks
Old MacDonald Had a Farm
Humpty Dumpty
Baa Baa Black Sheep
	Twinkle Twinkle Little Star
Five Little Ducks
Five Little Speckled Frogs
1,2,3,4,5 Once I Caught a Fish Alive
Incy Wincy Spider
Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes
	Incy Wincy Spider
Old MacDonald Had a Farm
Baa Baa Black Sheep
Hickory Dickory Dock
The Grand Old Duke of York
Ring O’ Roses
	Baa Baa Black Sheep
Humpty Dumpty
Jack and Jill
Miss Polly Had a Dolly
Five Little Speckled Frogs
This Little Piggy
	Humpty Dumpty
Five Little Ducks
Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed
Hey Diddle Diddle
Mary Had a Little Lamb
Old MacDonald Had a Farm
	Twinkle Twinkle Little Star
Old MacDonald Had a Farm
The Wheels on the Bus
Row, Row, Row Your Boat
Five Little Speckled Frogs
Incy Wincy Spider



Reception (F2) - Reception mirrors the same six core rhymes every half term to align securely with Charanga, while deepening musical skills (pulse → rhythm → pitch → performance).
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Focus: Pulse, actions, keeping the beat
	Focus: Tempo & steady beat
	Focus: Dynamics & counting patterns
	Focus: Sequencing & storytelling

	Focus: Counting backwards & rhythm patterns
	Focus: Performance, memory & pitch awareness

	Pat-a-Cake
1,2,3,4,5 Once I Caught a Fish Alive
This Old Man
Five Little Ducks
Twinkle Twinkle Little Star
Incy Wincy Spider
	I’m a Little Teapot
The Grand Old Duke of York
Ring O’ Roses
Hickory Dickory Dock
Old MacDonald Had a Farm
Baa Baa Black Sheep
	Wind the Bobbin Up
Rock-a-bye Baby
Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed
Twinkle Twinkle Little Star
If You're Happy and You Know It
Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes
	Old MacDonald Had a Farm
Incy Wincy Spider
Baa Baa Black Sheep
Row, Row, Row Your Boat
The Wheels on the Bus
Five Little Ducks
	Humpty Dumpty
Hickory Dickory Dock
Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed
This Old Man
Ring O’ Roses
Old MacDonald Had a Farm
	Twinkle Twinkle Little Star
Five Little Ducks
Incy Wincy Spider
Baa Baa Black Sheep
Row, Row, Row Your Boat
Pat-a-Cake
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