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2026-27 (Autumn 2)                
As a whole school we follow the aims 3 C’s caring, creative, confident and the 3 R’s for British Values Respect, Responsible, Resilient
	
	Nursery
	Reception

	Executive Functioning
(linking characteristics of effective learning)
	I can try
-Beginning to attempt tasks independently and engage with challenge
	Keep trying when it’s tricky
- Demonstrating persistence when encountering challenge   Active Learning

	Focus Text/Texts
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Enhanced reading experience links: 
- Diwali: Diwali
- Christmas: little robin’s Christmas by Jan Fearnley, Nativity 
- religions, culture and belonging: non fiction books linked to festivals and celebrations, dual language books
- bonfire night:
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 Additional texts linked to theme (not essential): 
The Story of Diwali by Katie Daynes 
Sammy Spider’s First Hanukkah by Sylvia Rouss 
Little Glow by Katie Sahota 
‘Twas the Night Before Christmas by Clement Clarke Moore 
The Snowman by Raymond Briggs

	Reading Spine Books
	
- Where’s spot? By Eric Hill
- All welcome here, Alexandra Penfold
- The Christmas jolly postman
- what I like about me, Alli Zobel-Nolan

	Fiction:
The Story of Diwali- Katie Daynes 
Sammy Spider’s First Hanukkah - Sylvia Rouss 
Little Glow- Katie Sahota 
‘Twas the Night Before Christmas -  Clement Clarke Moore 
The Snowman - Raymond Briggs
Lydia Monks
Aaarrgghh Spider!
Aaarrgghh Mouse!
Mr Gumpy’s Outing- John Burningham
Goodnight Moon- Margaret Wise Brown
	Non-Fiction:
Festivals
Autumn
Christmas
Poetry: 
Action Rhymes – John Foster & Carol Thompson
This Little Puffin – Compiled by Elizabeth Materson

	Fairytale story
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	Nursery rhymes
	Twinkle Twinkle Little Star
Five Little Ducks
Five Little Speckled Frogs
1,2,3,4,5 Once I Caught a Fish Alive
Incy Wincy Spider
Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes
	Focus: Tempo & steady beat
I’m a Little Teapot
The Grand Old Duke of York
Ring O’ Roses
Hickory Dickory Dock
Old MacDonald Had a Farm
Baa Baa Black Sheep

	Protected Characteristics 
Children are not taught the term “protected characteristics.” These are used by adults to plan inclusive experiences that promote belonging, respect, and positive mental wellbeing.
	Identity & Self-Expression
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	Religion/belief, race, sex, sexual orientation
People celebrate in different ways; families can be different; boys and girls can enjoy the same activities; we respect different beliefs and traditions.
The Proudest Blue – Ibtihaj Muhammad

	British Values
	[image: ]Rule of Law -Nursery and school expectations 


	Mutual Respect, Tolerance
-respecting other faiths/differences

	Key Events Dates
	· 5th November: Bonfire Night
· 11th November (Sunday 8th) – remembrance day 
· 16th – 20th November – anti bullying week
· 13th November -  world kindness day
· 13th November - Children in need
· Christmas – 25th December 



	Area of Learning
	Nursery
	Reception

	[bookmark: _Hlk53477604]Communication and Language
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	By the end of Autumn2:
Listening & Attention:
Get their attention by using their name
Listen and respond to a simple instruction with 3 key words.
Listen to simple stories and understand what is happening, with the help of the pictures.
Identify familiar objects and properties for practitioners when they are described. For example: ‘Katie’s coat’, ‘blue car’, ‘shiny apple’.
Can find it difficult to pay attention to more than one thing at a time.
Listen during small group activities.
Speaking:
Start to say how they are feeling, using words as well as actions.
Start to develop conversation, often jumping from topic to topic.
Develop pretend play: ‘putting the baby to sleep’ or ‘driving the car to the shops’.
Links 3-4 words.
	Responds to what is heard with simple comments or actions.
Makes relevant comments when prompted.
Engages in short back-and-forth exchanges with familiar peers or adults.
Engage in story times.
Engage in non-fiction books.
Listen to and talk about stories to build familiarity and understanding.
Learn rhymes, poems and songs.
Begins to use recently introduced vocabulary in discussion.
Explains reasons for simple events in stories or play using new vocabulary.
Uses past and present tense with modelling and prompts.
Know many rhymes, be able to talk about familiar books, and be able to tell a long story.
Can start a conversation with an adult or a friend and continue it for many turns.
Connect one idea or action to another using a range of connectives.
Describe events in some detail.
Develop social phrases.
Learn new vocabulary. (PTW)

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Self-regulation
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Managing self 
Begin to show ‘effortful control’. For example, waiting for a turn and resisting the strong impulse to grab what they want or push their way to the front.
Meets their own care needs with help e.g using the toilet, washing and drying their hands thoroughly.

Building relationships:
Play with increasing confidence on their own and with other children, because they know their key person is nearby and available






	Recognises basic emotions in others and shows simple empathy.
Understands and works towards simple, short-term goals with support.
Maintains attention during short adult-led activities and routines.
See themselves as a valuable individual.
Identify and moderate their own feelings socially and emotionally.
Express their feelings and consider the feelings of others.
Attempts new activities and begins to persist with support.
Follows rules more consistently and begins to talk about them.
Manages basic hygiene with decreasing support.
Takes turns in familiar activities with reminders.
Engages in play alongside peers and familiar adults.
Recognises and responds to basic needs of others.
Help to find solutions to conflicts and rivalries. For example, accepting that not everyone can be Spider-Man in the game.
HEALTHY LIVNG FOCUS* Importance of brushing teeth

	
	JIGSAW SCHEME:  Being me in my world
• I know what being unique means • I can name and recognise some emotions • I understand why having friends is important • I can name qualities of a positive friendship • I know what being proud means, and that people can be proud of different things • I understand that people can be good at different things • I know all families are different • I know that everyone has different homes  • I can recognise emotions in myself and others • I know some skills to help make a friend • I recognise some ways that I am different yet similar to others • I know how to use skills to stand up for themselves • I can recognise things I am good at • I can identify similarities and differences between my own family and other families

	Religious Education and Worldwide views
	
Topic: Light and celebrations 
• Encounter seasonal celebrations and festivals of light (Diwali, Christmas) through multi-sensory experiences.
• Explore how families celebrate special times through festive foods, music, lighting, and decorative symbols.
• Join in with festive songs, rhymes, and creative role-play using props, mark-making, and colour-mixing.
• Express feelings of joy, warmth, and thankfulness during shared group celebrations.
	F4 – Special Times Celebrations, festivals, different families/celebrations, Diwali, Christmas
Learning objectives
By the end of the unit, children should be able to:
1. Recognise special times and celebrations in their own lives and in the lives of others.
2. Identify and talk about festivals such as Diwali and Christmas, recognising that people celebrate different events for different reasons.
3. Describe how people celebrate special occasions, including the use of food, music, decorations, stories, gifts and family gatherings.
4. Begin to understand why festivals are important to people and how celebrations can express their religious beliefs and values.
5. Recognise that families are different and that people may celebrate special times in different ways, or may not celebrate the same festivals.
6. Talk about their own experiences and feelings relating to special times and celebrations.
7. Develop respect for different beliefs, traditions and ways of celebrating.

	Physical Development
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	Gross motor
Spin, roll and independently use ropes and swings (for example, tyre swings).
Build independently with a range of appropriate resources.
Walk, run, jump and climb – and start to use the stairs independently. 
Puts on own coat with support.
Uses large-muscle movements to paint and make marks.

	Gross Motor
Avoids obstacles and navigates around peers with adult prompts.
Builds strength and core stability; can sustain simple physical activity.
Sustains energetic movement with support; begins to coordinate movements.
Use their core muscle strength to achieve a good posture when sitting at a table or sitting on the floor.
Combine different movements with ease and fluency.
Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outdoors, alone and in a group.
Develop confidence, competence, precision and accuracy when engaging in activities that involve a ball.
COMPLETE PE SCHEME:  Get Set 4 PE: Fundamentals Unit1
Get Set 4 PE: EYFS Fundamentals Unit 1 (Nursery/Reception), the unit focuses on developing fundamental movement skills through the theme All About Me. The main physical skills are balancing, running, changing direction, jumping, hopping and travelling. 
1. Physical education objective
children will develop the ability to:
· Run using big steps to run and small steps to stop.
· Balance by holding their arms out to help maintain stability.
· Change direction quickly and move around obstacles.
· Jump and land safely, bending their knees when landing.
· Hop using one foot.
· Travel in different ways and move different body parts at the same time.
· Develop their ability to move faster and sustain movement for longer.

The unit also teaches children to move into open space away from others to help keep themselves safe. 
2. Safety, independence and working with others
Children are also taught to:
· Move around safely and with control.
· Be aware of other children and equipment in the teaching space.
· Take turns when instructed.
· Store equipment safely when it is not being used.
· Follow rules and instructions.
· Work independently and with a partner.
· Develop honesty, determination and decision-making skills.

	
	Fine motor 
Begins to move away from a fisted to a palmer or five finger grasp.
Beginning to show a preference for a dominant hand.
Develop manipulation and control and explore different materials and tools.

	Fine Motor
Uses a tripod grasp but may need reminding- can do more consistently in guided activities
Holds tools effectively and can control movement with support.
Draws shapes and simple objects with reasonable accuracy
Begin to develop their small motor skills by exploring a range of tools.  Suggested tools: pencils for drawing and writing, paintbrushes, scissors, knives, forks and spoons.

	Literacy
(Comprehension)
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	Sing songs and say rhymes independently, for example, singing whilst playing.
Repeat words and phrases from familiar stories.
Develop play around favourite stories using props.
	Retells key events from a familiar story in the correct order using some story language.
Anticipates what will happen next in predictable or repetitive stories.
Uses recently introduced vocabulary appropriately during discussion or play.
Understands print can have different purposes 
Suggests rhymes
Recognises words with the same initial sound, such as money and mother.

	Literacy
(Word Reading)
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	Notice some print, such as the first letter of their name or a bus or door number.
	Can orally blend at least 10 words
Says most letter sounds independently and applies them to simple words. (initial sounds)
Blends CVC words independently using known letter sounds. TARGET: Blending by Christmas	
Reads simple sentences independently, decoding phonic words and recognising some CEWs.
Can segment sounds in a CVC word.
Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them.
Blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words made up of known letter-sound correspondences.
Read a few common exception words matched to the school’s phonic programme.

	Phonics
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	Stage 1 - Speech detection/ Environmental sounds

Stage 2 - Syllables/ compound  words (with deletion)
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	Literacy 
(writing)
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	Add some marks to their drawings, which they give meaning to
Enjoys mark making for a purpose.
Can form Pre-writing shapes appropriate to their age
	Writes most letters correctly with support.
Spells simple CVC words independently, representing most sounds correctly.
Writes simple captions using known words and phonics, mostly readable.
WRITING ASSESSMENT- ARE CVC words pig, cat, dog

	Handwriting 
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	- squiggle whilst you wiggle

- pre-writing patterns
Circles and crossing  the midline

	Squiggle While you wiggle
Dough Disco
Pencil grip focus- tracing
Short/tall/tail lines- getting used to handwriting lines
BBC- Bottom back chair
TNT- Tummy near table

	Maths
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	Number
Recite numbers to 5.
 Begins to show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5.
Link numerals and amounts to 1.
Numerical patterns:
Begins to organise and categorise objects into separate piles
Shape, Space & Measure
 Understand position through words alone – for example, “The bag is under the table,” – with no pointing.
Understands the concept of big and small.
Talk about and identify the patterns around them. For example: stripes on clothes, designs on rugs and wallpaper. Use informal language like ‘pointy’, ‘spotty’, ‘blobs’ etc.

	Number
represent numerals to objects 1-5 
subitise to 5
find one more and one less to 5
Numerical patterns:
use more and fewer to compare numbers to 5
Use the language ‘more than’ and ‘fewer than’ and ‘equal’.
Count forwards and backwards to 5 by rote
use more and fewer to compare numbers to 5
Shape, Space & Measure
Select, rotate and manipulate 4 2D shapes ( circle, square, triangle, rectangle) and begin to discuss their properties
to understand night and day and sequence events
use positional language such as next to under to describe objects

	Understanding the World 
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	Past and present
Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history.
Understands cause and effect.

People, culture and communities
Make connections between the features of their family and other families.
Notice differences between people.

The natural world
Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials and some words to describe them.
Explore and respond to different natural phenomena in their setting and on trips.

	Past and present
Describes the roles of people in school and at home.
Identifies simple similarities and differences between past and present.
Identifies when a story is set in the past and notices differences.
People, culture and communities
Describes familiar places using observational language.
Talks about different celebrations and traditions.
Identifies simple differences between life here and in another country through stories.
Talk about members of their immediate family and community.
Name and describe people who are familiar to them.
Draw information from a simple map.
The natural world
Draws animals or plants based on what they have observed.
Explore the natural world around them.
Understand the effect of changing seasons on the natural world around them.
HEALTHY LIVNG FOCUS* Importance of brushing teeth

	Expressive Arts and Design
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	Creating with Materials
Use their imagination as they consider what they can do with different materials.
Join different materials and explore different textures.

Being Imaginative and Expressive
Respond emotionally and physically to music when it changes.
Remember and sing entire songs (simple) and/ or Nursery rhymes.
Verbally take part in pretend play.


	Creating with Materials
Chooses materials intentionally and begins to combine them using tools with emerging control.
Describes simple actions and materials used when sharing work.
Uses props to take on simple roles in familiar stories or scenarios.
Create collaboratively sharing ideas, resources and skills.
Being Imaginative and Expressive
Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings, like happiness, sadness, fear etc.
Retells familiar stories in the correct sequence with support.
Sings a range of familiar songs confidently with appropriate words and phrases.
Performs songs, rhymes, poems or stories confidently with peers and adult guidance; moves in time with music when prompted.
Respond to what they have heard, expressing their thoughts and feelings.
Sing in a group or on their own, increasingly matching the pitch and following the melody.
Develop storylines in their pretend play.
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Creative Moves- 1. Find and move to the beat. 2. Move creatively, expressively and with control.
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