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2026-27  Spring 1 2026     
As a whole school we follow the aims 3 C’s caring, creative, confident and the 3 R’s for British Values Respect, Responsible, Resilient
	
	Nursery
	Reception

	Executive Functioning 
(linking characteristics of effective learning)
	Keep going
Maintaining engagement and continuing despite difficulty (with support)
Active Learning
	Don’t give up 
-Sustaining attention and effort to achieve a goal 
Active Learning

	Focus Text/Texts
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Additional texts linked to theme (not essential): Tree: Seasons Come, Seasons Go by Patricia Hegarty and Britta Teckentrup If Winter Comes, Tell It I’m Not Here by Simona Ciraolo The Leaf Thief by Alice Hemming and Nicola Slater Seasons by Hannah Pang and Clover Robin (Non-fiction) The Snowflake by Benji Davies

	Reading Spine Books
	We’re going on a bear hunt by Michael Rosen
- Dear Earth
- Baby goes to Market
The Puffin baby and Toddler Treasury

Enhanced reading experience: 
Chinese new year 
- non-fiction books
- The great race
- internet safety
- environments
- recycling
(caring, creative)
	Fiction:
Tree: Seasons Come, Seasons Go-  Patricia Hegarty and Britta Teckentrup 
If Winter Comes, Tell It I’m Not Here - Simona Ciraolo 
The Leaf Thief - Alice Hemming and Nicola Slater 
Seasons - Hannah Pang and Clover Robin (Non-fiction) 
The Snowflake -  Benji Davies
Julia Donaldson-
The Gruffalo
Stick Man
Room on the Broom
Farmer Duck – Martin Waddell
Coming to England – Floella Benjamin
Non-Fiction:
Welcome to our world – Moira Butterfield
Seasons
Trees
Weather
Nature
Poetry:
The Gruffalo and other songs – Julia Donaldson & Axel Scheffler

	Fairytale story
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	Nursery rhymes
	Incy Wincy Spider
Old MacDonald Had a Farm
Baa Baa Black Sheep
Hickory Dickory Dock
The Grand Old Duke of York
Ring O’ Roses
	Focus: Dynamics & counting patterns
Wind the Bobbin Up
Rock-a-bye Baby
Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed
Twinkle Twinkle Little Star
If You're Happy and You Know It
Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes

	Protected Characteristics 

	Religion and belief 
• Exploring celebrations in role play 
• Sharing family traditions 
• Looking at artefacts/photos
Race ethnicity and culture
• Skin-tone paint mixing / crayons 
• Diverse small-world figures 
• Talking about family routines
	Disability, age, race, gender reassignment/gender identity
People may experience the world differently; differences don't stop us being friends; we should not make assumptions about what someone can do or who they are.
The Way Back Home – Oliver Jeffers + Perfectly Norman as an additional text

	
	
Children are not taught the term “protected characteristics.” These are used by adults to plan inclusive experiences that promote belonging, respect, and positive mental wellbeing.

	British Value
	Mutual Respect and Tolerance:
- differences are celebrated, and children are encouraged to respect each other's views and beliefs

* Hands are not for hitting, Martine Agassi

* Have you filled your bucket today? Carol McCloud
	Mutual Respect- caring for our environment 
Rule of law- litter picking

	Key Events
	
	* Internet Safety Day 
* Chinese New Year 
* Martin Luther King Day


	Key Dates
	
	· 18th January - Martin Luther King Day 
· 1st – 7th February Children’s mental health week 
· 9th February – pancake day / safer internet day
· 14th February: Valentine's Day
· 6th February - Chinese New Year (Year of the goat) 



	Area of Learning
	Nursery
	Reception

	[bookmark: _Hlk53477604]Communication and Language
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	Listening and Attention

Start to say how they are feeling, using words as well as actions.
Understand simple questions about ‘who’, ‘what’ and ‘where’ (but generally not ‘why’).
Understand a question or instruction that has two parts, such as “Get your coat and wait at the door”.
Listen and attend during small group activities.

Speaking:
Are usually still learning to pronounce:- l/r/w/y - s/sh/ch/dz/j- f/th - multi-syllabic words such as ‘banana’ and ‘computer’.
Use a wider range of vocabulary.
Sing a large repertoire of songs.
Use longer sentences of four to six words.
	Listening & Attention
Listens attentively and responds with relevant comments.
Begins to ask simple questions to check understanding.
Sustains simple conversations over several turns with support.
Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important

Speaking
Offers ideas in one-to-one, small group, or class discussions with some support.
Offers explanations consistently with adult support.
Uses simple future tense and basic conjunctions (and, but, because) with modelling.
Be able to express a point of view and to debate when they disagree with an adult or a friend, using words as well as actions.

Pathways To write:
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	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Self-regulation
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	Self regulation
Safely explore emotions beyond their normal range through play and stories
Be increasingly able to talk about and manage their emotions.
Develop their sense of responsibility and membership of a community.
Select and use activities and resources, with help when needed. This helps them to achieve a goal they have chosen, or one which is suggested to them
Show more confidence in new social situations

Managing self
Increasingly follow rules, understanding why they are important.
Be increasingly independent in meeting their own care needs, e.g. using the toilet, washing and drying their hands thoroughly.

Building relationships
Develop friendships with other children.

JIGSAW SCHEME: Dreams and Goals

HEALTHY LIVING FOCUS: ** Mindfulness – take 5* Recap personal self-care
	
Self Regulation:
Talks about feelings and uses taught strategies with adult guidance 
Works towards simple goals with adult encouragement. Begins to wait for what they want.
Follows instructions involving two linked ideas with support.

Managing self:
Perseveres with tasks and manages difficulty with adult guidance.
Identifies right and wrong and responds appropriately with support.
Understands simple links between food and health.

Building relationships:
Plays cooperatively with others with adult mediation.
Forms friendships and plays cooperatively with support.
Responds appropriately to others’ needs with adult guidance.
Build constructive and respectful relationships.

JIGSAW:  Dreams & Goals

HEALTHY LIVING FOCUS: * Getting moving – importance of exercise & rest/going outdoors to explore

	Religious Education and Worldwide views
	Special Stories & Kindness
• Listen attentively to simple religious and moral stories, responding to illustrations, events, and characters.
• Identify key moral themes in stories such as kindness, generosity, friendship, and helping others.
• Practice sharing, turn-taking, and peaceable conflict resolution during play and small group activities.
• Re-enact familiar narratives using puppet props, small-world sets, and role-play scenarios.
	F3 – Special Places
Seasons, changes, life cycles, forest school, nature

	Physical Development
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	Fine motor 
Continues to use a palmer grasp or begins to use a five finger grasp 
Show a preference for a dominant hand.

	Does own zip or buttons independently.
Puts on own shoes independently.
Holds pencil effectively for longer periods; forms letters and numbers more fluently.
Maintains grip and accuracy over longer periods with minimal support.
Lines and shapes show increased accuracy; objects identifiable.

	
	Gross Motor
Increasingly independent in getting dressed/undressed
Enjoy starting to kick, throw and catch balls.
Go up steps and stairs, or climb up apparatus, using alternate feet.
Match their developing physical skills to tasks and activities in the setting.  For example, they decide whether to crawl, walk or run across a plank, depending on its length and width.
Continue to develop their movement, balancing and riding (scooters, trikes and bikes).
	Moves safely in open spaces, begins to plan movement.
Coordinates movements more consistently with adult guidance..
Demonstrates more control and variety in energetic movements with adult support.
Skip, hop, stand on one leg and hold a pose for a game like musical statues.
Start taking part in some group activities which they make up for themselves, or in team.
Are increasingly able to use and remember sequences and patterns of movements which are related to music and rhythm.

Get Set 4 PE: Gymnastics Unit 1  Fundamentals Unit 2


	Literacy
(Comprehension)
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	Understands print has meaning 
Understands page sequencing
Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning new vocabulary.
Ask questions about the book. Makes comments and shares their own ideas.
	Talks about their favourite book.
Uses vocabulary and events from stories in their play.
Retells a familiar story with a clear beginning, middle and end using sequencing language.
Anticipates key events using knowledge of story structure or characters.
Uses story or non-fiction vocabulary correctly
Builds up their confidence in word reading, their fluency and their understanding and enjoyment.

	Literacy
(Word Reading)
	Recognises own name. using name cards/ visual cue
	Says at least 10 digraphs accurately and can recall them independently.
Can orally blend at least 15 words
Blends words containing taught digraphs independently.
Reads short storybooks independently, decoding words and recognising CEWs.

PATHWAYS TO WRITE:
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	Phonics
	Stage 3 – Onset
Stage 4 - Rhyme detection
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	Literacy 
(writing)
	Make marks on their picture to stand for their name.
Engages in early writing e.g. writing a shopping list
Can form Pre-writing shapes appropriate to their age

	
Forms most letters correctly and can write familiar words independently.
Spells most words phonetically, representing all sounds with letters or digraphs.
Writes short phrases, sentences independently that can be read by others.
WRITING ASSESSMENT- ARE pig in mud, cat in a box, dog in a bed

PATHWAYS TO WRITE SCHEME:
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	Handwriting 
	- squiggle whilst you wiggle 2.0
- Dough disco
- scribble club 
- Long ladder letters
	Continue with pencil grip practice alongside short, tall and tail marks
Squiggle- linked with anti-clockwise direction needed for coathanger family
Coathanger Family – c  o  a  d  g  q  e

	Maths
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	Number
Say one number for each item in order: 1,2,3,4,5.
Shows ‘finger numbers’ to 5
Link numerals and amounts to 2.

Numerical patterns:
Understands the concept of more.
Understands the concept of heavy and light.
Understands the concept of less.

Shape, Space & Measure- 
Compare sizes, weights etc. using gesture and language - ‘bigger/little/smaller’, ‘high/low’, ‘tall’/short ‘heavy’.
Begin to copy ABAB pattern and begin to extend
In provision- Select shapes appropriately: flat surfaces for building, a triangular prism for a roof etc.
Combine shapes to make new ones - an arch, a bigger triangle etc.

	
	Number
To count out a given quantity from a larger group
to explore simple adding and taking away to 5
number bonds to 5
representing numeral to objects 0-5 using subitising
understand part whole making numbers to 8
to represent numbers 6,7,8 to quantity
to find one more and one less to 8
compare numbers to 8

Numerical Patterns
to compare numbers up to 8 using more and fewer and same

Shape, Space & Measure-  
To use language heavy and light to compare mass (weight)
To use language full, empty, nearly empty, nearly full to compare capacity
Explore capacity using different containers and predict  
To measure time in simple ways up to 1 minute, days of the week

	Understanding the World 
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	Past and present:
Begin to talk about recent past and present events - yesterday, today.

People, culture and communities
Show interest in different occupations.
Notice and ask questions about differences, such as skin colour, types of hair, gender, special needs and disabilities, and so on.

The natural world
Talk about what they see, using a wide vocabulary
Plant seeds and care for growing plants.
Understand the key features of the life cycle of a plant.

HEALTHY LIVING FOCUS: ** Mindfulness – take 5* Recap personal self-care
	Understanding the World
Talks about people in the community and what they do.
Talks about differences between past and present based on stories read.
Talks about events in stories that happened in the past.
Comment on images of familiar situations in the past.
Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past.

People, Culture & Communities
Describes the environment using information from discussion or texts.
Talks about religious or cultural communities shown in stories
Talks about similarities and differences using non-fiction texts

The Natural World
Makes observations about changes in animals or plants.
Talks about religious or cultural communities shown in stories
Talks about similarities and differences using non-fiction texts


HEALTHY LIVING FOCUS: * Getting moving – importance of exercise & rest/going outdoors to explore

	Expressive Arts and Design
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Creating with Materials
Express ideas and feelings through making marks, and sometimes give a meaning to the marks they make.
Make simple models which express their ideas.
Create closed shapes with continuous lines, and begin to use these shapes to represent objects.
Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises.
Explore colour and colour-mixing.

	Creating With Materials
Experiments with tools and techniques and uses them safely with increasing control.
Explains the main steps they took to create their work.
Uses props to support a developing narrative in role play.

	
	Being Imaginative and Expressive
Take part in simple pretend play, using an object to represent something else even though they are not similar
Listen with increased attention to sounds.
Sing the pitch of a tone sung by another person (‘pitch match’).
	Being Imaginative & Expressive
Adapts familiar stories by changing characters, settings or events.
Sings familiar songs independently and follows group rhythm.
Performs songs, rhymes, poems or stories independently with peers; attempts to move in time with music.
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Pathways to Pociry

Into the Pond!
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Use new vocabulary throughout the
day

Articulate their ideas and thoughts
in well-formed sentences

Describe events in some detail
Listen to and talk about stories to
build familiarity and understanding
Listen to and talk about selected
non-fiction to develop a deep
familiarity with new knowledge and
vocabulary
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Blend sounds into words, so that they can
read short words made up of known
letter-sound correspondences

Read simple phrases and sentences made
up of words with known letter-sound
correspondences and, where necessary, a
few common exception words

Read a few common exception words
matched to the school’s phonic
programme
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Form lower-case letters correctly
Write short sentences with words
with known sound-letter
correspondences

Spell words by identifying the
sounds and then writing the
sound with letter/s

Re-read what they have written to
check that it makes sense
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